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The Custodians of the 


Flame | 


Fran there have been periods in history when the 
light of human knowledge has burned dimly, it has ever 
revived again to shine more brightly than before. 


Its custodians have always been the libraries . . . first of palace 
and temple, and now of nations, cities and universities. Throughout 
the ages the protection of manuscripts and books that enshrine human 
knowledge has been the most anxious task of the librarian. 


Today a modern development of science’s resources has come 
to his aid, in Microfilm, and the Microfile system. 


What MICROFILE does 


Microfile makes a permanent, all but indestructible record of books, manu- 
scripts, documents, letters . . . or almost anything that is worth filing. It does 
this on a strip of Microfilm, so compact that the contents of a whole four- 
drawer office filing cabinet can be filed on a roll that can be held on the palm 
of one hand. To refer to your Microfiles, each roll of which is numbered and 
indexed, just slip them into the reader and run the roll through until the de- 
sired document is seen in an enlarged form on an easily visible screen. 


Precious manuscripts or books need not leave 
your premises to be Microfiled, and our staff 


have had years of training during the war. 
Let us call and assess your requirements. 


Microfile (Pty) Ltd 


COR. MARSHALL & GREEN STREETS JOHANNESBURG P.O. BOX 8245 
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SOUTH AFRICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
SECOND ANNUAL CONFERENCE 


Held at Cape ‘Town on 22, 23, and 24 September 1947 


The varied programme, the high standard 
of papers on significant subjects, the thoughtful 
organization, the lavish provision on the social 
side, the large attendance, and the generous 
press combined to make this year’s Conference 
a particularly memorable one. Great credit 
is due to the Conference Committee, which was 
responsible for all the arrangements, even to the 
booking of hotel accommodation. 

The papers read were judged to be of such 
importance that they merited publication in full. 
Mr Varley’s broadly-conceived presidential address 
on the field ahead of libraranship in South 
Africa, Mr Johnson’s survey of libraries for non- 
Europeans, Mr Kritzinger on the Government 
libraries in the Union (on the eve of their reorgani- 
zation under Mr Kritzinger himself as first 
Chief Librarian of the Civil Service), Mr Immel- 
man’s sound and constructive paper on the need 
for State information libraries as a source of reliable 
information on South African affairs in foreign 
countries, and Miss Mews’s enlightening ex- 
position of scientific information services vied for 
pride of place with the equally well-considered 
contributions by Dr Coblans, Dr van der Riet, 
Mr Holdsworth, Mr Borland, Miss Taylor and 
Miss Dixon, on the rather more familiar topics 
of The film and the library, Library co-operation 
and specialization, Choosing books for the small 
library and for a library system serving small 
libraries, and Children’s libraries. If we had one 
little grumble it was that there was very little 
time for discussion on either papers or motions. 

The Tuesday afternoon discussion on the need 
for preserving unofficial manuscripts, which was 
combined with an informal meeting of persons 
interested in this subject called by the Trustees 
of the South African Public Library, and the 
public meeting in the evening, when Childrens’ 
Libraries were the topic, served to bring our 
endeavours before a wider audience. 


Neither the Agenda nor the Minutes record 
the fine display arranged for the benefit of Con- 
ference members in the Reading Room of the 
University Library. Besides a demonstration 
exhibit illustrating the Library’s detailed cata- 
loguing processes, and the Dickman charging 
machine, the Photographic Department’s exhibit, 
showing the storage, cataloguing and use of 
slides, film strips and microfilm caught our 
attention. Another interesting exhibit was the 
collection of South African publications in the 
fields of librarianship and bibliography, the extent 
of which no doubt was a surprise to many present. 

Catering for the lunch and tea at the University 
and the Mayor’s cocktail party—all on the 
Monday!—-for the tea at the South African 
Public Library on Tuesday, and for the picnic 
lunch in the picturesque Faure valley on Wednes- 
day (the last-named provided by the Conference 
Committee under the able supervision of Mrs 
Immelman) was of a high order. 

Finally we shall remain ever grateful to Mr 
Immelman for arranging the visit to the beautiful, 
historic ‘‘Vergelegen’’, with the late Sir Lionel 
Phillips inagnificent library in its picturesque 
old wine cellar home. 


MINUTES? 


Meetings were held at the places indicated. 
MONDAY, 22 SEPTEMBER 1947. 9.15 a.m. 
Little Theatre, Cape Town 
1. Registration. 65 members registered. 
2. Opening. 10 a.m. 


1 Abridged from the stenographer’s full Report of 
76 foolscap pages. The full Report is in the hands of 
the Secretary of the S.A.L.A. The papers read at the 
Conference are being published in full in a separate 
volume by Mr A. A. Balkema, the Cape Town pub- 
lisher, and will appear early in 1948. 
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The President, Mr D. H. Varley: Mr Mayor, 
Ladivs and Gentlemen, it is my first pleasant 
duty to extend a most hearty welcome to the 
delegates who have come to the Conference 
in Cape Town to-day. We are looking forward 
to an interesting and instructive congress and 
we hope that we shall have many opportu- 
nities of exchanging views and discussing 
library questions within the next three days. 
Damvs en Here, dit is vanmére my aangename 
plig om namens die Administratiewe Raad van 
die Biblioteekvereniging die afgevaardigdes 
baie hartlik welkom te heet. 

I will ask the Hon. Secretary to read the notice 
convening the conference. 


The notice was read. 

The President: 1 will begin by asking His 
Worship, the Mayor of Cape Town, who 
has been kind enough to come here to-day 
to open this Conference, to speak. Councillor 
Gearing has just entered his term as Mayor. 
He has been a very active member of the 
Council for many years and knows some of 
our library problems, particularly in Cape 
Town. On your behalf I would like to wel- 
come him very heartily and ask him to address 
the Conference and to declare the Con- 
ference open. 

Councillor H. E. Gearing: ‘Thank you, 
Mr President. Ladies and Gentlemen, 
first I would say: Welcome to Cape Town. 
We welcome you to Cape Town because we 
are brought into intimate contact with our 
friends from other parts of the country, 
and when they are people of obviously very 
high intellectual tendencies, such as the 
visitors I see before me this morning, they are 
all the more welcome. I notice, Mr President, 
that you have given me a few notes on the 
library position as it affects the Union and 
particularly as it affects Cape Town. You 
have told me that there has been much activity 
in the last five or six years and considerable 
advancement has been made, but you are not 
too happy, I understand, about Cape Town ... 
You have given me some very illuminating 
figures, which I am sorry to say—as an 
ardent Capetonian—do not reflect too well 
upon the encouragement of libraries in our 
city. It is somewhat astonishing to me to 
know that Johannesburg is spending this 
year £80,000 on her municipal libraries 
whereas we, in CapeTown, are only spending 
something in the nature of £4,500. That is 


a bad show, I admit it, especially for a city 
which, I think quite justly, prides itself op 
its pursuit of cultural development. Never. 
theless, you know what I am going to say, 
This matter is entirely one of finance. The 
spending of municipal moneys is purely or 
largely a matter of spending it in the direction 
in which the most noise is made... People 
of culture and intellectual tendencies do not 
like making a noise, but the only way to get 
funds out of the Government or any public 
bodies, particularly city councils, zs to make 
as much noise as possible... I can only 
imagine that you have not been making suf- 
ficient noise with regard to our contribution 
towards libraries. I submit that your remedy 
is to talk to our representatives on your 
Library Committee and through them to the 
Council and to endeavour to persuade my 
colleagues to be able to be more generous in 
future ... Iam inclined to think that libraries 
and the encouragement of reading are largely 
matters of education, and I think climate has 
a great deal to do with it. In this country 
we are invariably and ostensibly encouraging 
our young people to get out into the open... 
In a climate such as ours it is difficult to 
inculcate the habit of reading in the young 
people and I think it would probably be 
surprising if an examination was held on the 
knowledge of the average matriculation young 
man ofthe ordinary classics ... My impression 
is that the average youth of 20 in our country 
has a poorer background of knowledge of 
literature than he should have at that age. 
Our schools should devote far more attention 
to the inculcation of the habits of reading 
and develop in the young men and young 
women the love of good reading, for unless 
a boy—or girl—can enjoy good reading when 
he is young there is a very poor chance of 
his ever wanting it in the future, and I have 
the idea myself that our schools are not doing 
enough in this direction. This possibly 
is one of the reasons why there is no incessant 
demand for better library facilities through- 
out the country... I believe that the encour- 
agement of your movement is a long-term 
policy. Your policy is the education of the 
young people so that the coming generation 
will insist on these facilities... I think the 
Library Association should be very intimately 
associated with the demand at the present 
moment for adult education, for obviously the 
library could help adult education very much 
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indeed. This is all I can say at the moment. 
I would only like to say how happy we are 
to have you here and also to remind you that 
this afternoon we are expecting you all at 
the City Hall and looking forward to meeting 
you less formally than at the present moment. 
I have very great pleasure in declaring this 
Conference open and I hope you will enjoy 
your visit to Cape Town and have a very 
happy and fruitful Conference. 

Mr Franklin H. Rooke (Natal): I thank His 
Worship, the Mayor, for his greetings and 
I may say that we are looking forward with 
considerable interest to our sittings in this 
fair city and also to the business of this 
Conference. It would be impolitic for me to 
discuss the question of the municipalization, 
or the provision, of free libraries for Cape 
Town. I would, however, point out the 
benefits which have accrued elsewhere from 
the establishment of that free service. 
We in Durban converted to a free basis in 
1937, at which time our total membership was 
in the neighbourhood of 3,000. To-day 
we are touching the 33,000 mark and pro- 
gressing steadily. That, Sir, is an indication 
that when the facilities are provided, use 
will be made of them. You mentioned, Sir, 
the lack of interest in reading and that greater 
attention is devoted to physical recreation 
matters. That we feel can be remedied by the 
provision of suitable children’s and school 
libraries where a love of reading is inculcated 
in the young mind... I do not wish to say 
anything further at this juncture. We are 
looking forward to a very interesting Confer- 
ence. Before I sit down I would like on behalf 
of Mr Councillor Farrell, who is accompany- 
ing me, to extend the greetings of the Durban 
City Council to the Council of Cape Town. 
The President read apologies for absence from 
Dr W. Arndt, Sir Alfred Beit, Mr A. A. 
Roberts, Mr L. Marquard, Miss M. Whiteley, 
Miss F. Sender, and Mrs A. Findlay, and 
messages from the Library Association, 
London, the American Library Association, 
and the International Federation of Library 
Associations. 


. Minutes of the Fifth Triennial [First Annual] 


Conference held in Bloemfontein on 23, 24, and 
25 April 1946. 


The minutes were taken as read and adopted. 
(Cf. S. Afr. Libr. 14(1) 1-14 Jul. 1946). 


4. Presidential Address by Mr D. H. Varley. 
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Dr G. W. Eybers proposed a vote of thanks 
to Mr Varley. After expressing appreciation 
of the fact that Mr Varley had delivered 
part of his address in Afrikaans, he stressed 
the importance of libraries as educational 
institutions, and urged close co-operation 
between them and adult educational activi- 
ties. It was the duty he said, of central, 
provincial and municipal governments jointly 
to assist in the development of libraries 
to the utmost of their means. He urged 
that a greater interest be taken in the service 
to non-Europeans and expressed his interest 
in the development of the national library 
movement, especially of a great national 
reference library. 

The President expressed the thanks of the 
Association to Professor Inskip for the use 
of the Little Theatre. 


Adjournment for tea. 


. Adoption of Annual Report and Statement of 


Accounts. 

The President introduced the annual report for 
the year 1946-47, which included the finan- 
cial statement for 1945-47. He first paid 
tribute to the late Mr John Ross, an honorary 
Fellow of the S.A.L.A. ‘Mr Ross,” he 
went on to say, “was one of the older members 
and the newer members probably never had 
the opportunity of meeting him, but those 
of us who have met him know that there 
was in Mr Ross a librarian with particular 
qualities of scholarship and also of great 
courtesy. I think it may not be inappro- 
priate if we were to rise for a minute or 
two as a mark of respect to Mr Ross.” (All 
members stood for a short while). 

The President: The success of this Associa- 
tion depends now more than ever upon in- 
creasing the membership and upon the 
efforts of branches. I would ask you to do 
your utmost to get your colleagues to increase 
membership and strengthen our Association 
in that way. We have something like 600 
members and we should have at least 1,000. 
You will see that the number of Fellows 
and of Associates is steadily growing. The 
Council has met twice in person, once in 
Bloemfontein and once in Cape Town, and 
it has also conducted business by corres- 
pondence on several occasions. The day to 
day work has been carried on by the Exe- 
cutive in Cape Town and you will see from the 
points set out here that it is trying to take 
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action in several directions to forward the 
purpose of libraries. . . 

I want to thank Mr Stirling for his work 
during the year as Hon. Librarian to the 
Association, and to express your pleasure 
at the work put into the publishing of the 
journal, South African libraries in very 
difficult circumstances, by Miss Hartmann 
and Mr Holdsworth... Our finances have 
been going through a difficult period this 
year because we have been in a transition 
stage as a result of the changing of the 
constitution. We have tried as far as possible 
during the year to establish relationships 
with overseas bodies... So far the work 
of the Association .has been done by the 
Secretary under difficult conditions. ‘There 
is an enormous amount of work to be done 
and I would like to express on your behalf 
our thanks to the Hon. Secretary for the work 
done during the last 18 months. 

Miss P. M. Speight moved that the report be 
open for discussion. 

Mnr P. C. Coetzee het gewys op ’n moeilikheid 
in verband met werwing van lede, n.l. dat 
daar blykbaar in die konstitusie geen voor- 
siening gemaak word in verband met nie- 
blankes nie, en dat baie persone, beide 
Afrikaans- en Engelssprekendes, beswaar 
het om lid te word van ’n vereniging wat 
nie-blankes as volle lede toelaat. Hy hoop 
om Woensdag hierdie standpunt nader te 
verduidelik. 

Miss E. Hartmann reminded members, with 
regard to relationship with overseas bodies, 
that many overseas professional journals 
were received in exchange for South African 
libraries and that these are available for anyone 
to read. A recent request from a young Bel- 
gian librarian for a South African corres- 
pondent, advertised in the South African 
libraries, had met with no response. 

Dr H. Coblans inquired about the work 
of the Committees for the standardization 
of library statistics and the formulation of 
Afrikaans library terms and subject headings. 
The Hon. Secretary replied that Mr Rooke, 
who is responsible for supplying statistics 
of public libraries to the Official South 
African Municipal Yearbook, had circulated 
his proposed form, and that Mr Borland had 
circulated his views and a questionnaire 
which he is accustomed to use in his library 
system. 

Mnr Coetzee het verklaar dat die betrokke 


komitee nie met die eintlike saamstelling 
van die lyste te doen het nie, maar alleen 
moes rapporteer oor die noodsaaklikheid 
daarvan, ‘Ons is daarvan oortuig.” het hy 
gesé, ‘dat daar ’n Afrikaanse lys van ge. 
publiseerde terme moet bestaan maar daar 
is ’n klein verskil van mening oor dié punt: 
sommige van ons reken dat die eerste nood- 
saaklikheid ’n saamgestelde Afrikaanse oorsig 
van biblioteekwese is en dat ons stadig moet 
kom tot die formulering van tegniese terme, 
en die ander is dat ons ’n boek soos die 
“A. L. A. Glossary of Harrod se Librarian's 
glossary moet vertaal. 

Wat die trefwoorde betref, is daar verskil 
van mening; aan die een kant is daar die 
opvatting dat so ’n repertorium alleen deur 
die saamwerking van ’n paar groot biblioteke 
opgestel kan word ; aan die ander kant word 
gemeen dat ons terwille van die kleiner 
openbare biblioteke moet probeer om ’n lys 
van trefwoorde op te stel deur ’n lys soos 
die van mej. Sears te vertaal. Ons het gehoop 
dat ons gedurende hierdie sessie bymekaar 
kon kom en die saak nader bespreek. Dat 
hierdie komitee egter self die werk moet 
doen van die opstelling lyk vir my buite die 
kwessie. Ons moet ’n metode vind dat baie 
meer lede as wat op die komitee dien hierdie 
twee take moet verrig. 

In reply to a question by Mr Borland 
regarding the recommendations to be made 
by Council on the salary scales for librarians 
in the public service and to be forwarded 
to the Centlivres Committee, Mr Robinson 
said the matter had been referred to the 
Education Committee because the Public 
Service Commission had asked what standards 
of training were required for librarians, 
so that professional salaries could be brought 
into line with their own. 

Councillor 7. L. Farrell (Durban) appealed 
for help in the provision of books to two 
institutions whose libraries had been recently 
destroyed by fire, the Adams Mission 
Station, in Natal, and the Roma Mission 
Institute in Basutoland. 

The President suggested that an appeal be 
made in South African libraries. 

Mr Holdsworth moved the adoption of the 
report. 


Mrs A. Dommisse seconded. Agreed. 
The President made the following statement 


-about accounts: In some. respects the Associa- 
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‘tion has had rather a lean year. This is 


partly due to the fact that it has had to pay 
rebates to branches, while the affiliation fees, 
which should come in from branches during 
the year, have not turned out to be as high 
as we had expected. In addition there has 
been a loss on the educational work of the 
Association. We have always tried to balance 
this account. To a certain extent that will 
be met by the change in the examination 
fees, but I must make it clear that these new 
fees cannot be brought into operation without 
due notice, i.e. until 1948. This is the first 
of the years when we have not had a grant 
from the Carnegie Corporation, because they 
suspended grants during the war until 
a new policy had been decided upon. We 
made application to the Union Education 
Department for a subsidy in respect to the 
Journal and had high hopes that it would be 
granted. Unfortunately it was not possible to 
arrange, but we have been informed that if 
we apply next year we might be more success- 
ful. It must be quite obvious from a glance at 
the accounts, that if we are to do work of any 
real importance, we must get more members 
and more money. 

Miss L. E. Taylor moved that the accounts 
be open for discussion. 

Mr D. Niven moved that it be an instruction 
to the Council to have the education part of 
the Association, i.e. the correspondence 
courses and the examinations, run at no loss 
if possible. 

The President replied that the number of 
people taking correspondence courses had 
increased out of all recognition. 

Mrs A. Dommisse asked whether, seeing that 
training for librarians is a form of adult edu- 
cation, it would not be possible to approach 
the Union Education Department for a grant. 
Dr Eybers considered it to be a very legitimate 
request and moved that the Union Education 
Department be approached. 


Mr Niven seconded. Agreed. 


Motion by Mr R. F. M. Immelman: 

That the affiliation fees payable by branches 
to the Administrative Council be raised in the 
case of branches with more than one hundred 
paid-up members to fifteen shillings per member 
[over one hundred] per annum. (See clause 10 
(e) of Constitution). 

We have felt during the past year that 
it is most difficult to budget or estimate 
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what our income is and hence to undertake 
any extensive activity involving expenditure. 
The affiliation fees coming in from branches 
are uncertain, indefinite, and _ irregular, 
and moreover are not always paid within 
the current year. They are sometimes paid 
in the next year, and in this period of trans- 
ition from the old Constitution to the new, 
it has been very difficult to know where we 
stand. We also find that our activities are 
expanding and our commitments in regard 
to the Journal and administrative expenses 
are certainly increasing. For that reason 
I suggest that we should raise the affiliation 
fees payable by branches to the Administra- 
tive Council in the case of branches with 
more than one hundred paid-up members to 
fifteen shillings per annum per member 
over one hundred. The Cape, Northern 
Transvaal and Southern Transvaal would, 
according to my motion, be required to pay 
extra for all their members in excess of the 
initial 100, that is, the Cape would have to 
pay an increased subscription of 15s. a head 
on 116 members, the Northern Transvaal 
on 21 and the Southern Transvaal on 60, 
that is, over and above the initial hundred .. . 
The increased revenue resulting therefrom 
would bring us from £274 up to £380. It 
would certainly give us a slight margin 
for head office expenditure, for activities of 
Council, for over-all Association expenses, 
which are increasing in various directions ; 
and if we really want to conduct various 
campaigns and let our voice be heard, money 
is required. There are various other sugges- 
tions, for instance an over-all 15s. affiliation 
fee for larger branches or for branches with 
members of over 100 on all their members, 
but I can see various difficulties. Speaking 
for the Cape Branch I can see serious diffi- 
culties because more than two-thirds of our 
members are institutional members and we 
would lose practically all of them if we raised 
the subscription. For that reason I suggest a 
compromise, raising the fee on members over 
100 and paying 10s. for the first 100. 


Mr P. Freer seconded. 


Miss Hartmann: There is one snag which 
occurs to me in basing it on the total number 
of members. In the Southern Transvaal 
Branch we have retained the old system of 
levying subscriptions according to salary, 
which I think is quite equitable. If a branch 
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has a preponderance of low-paid members it 
will suffer as against a branch with a larger 
proportion of higher paid members... 
This seems to me to be a consideration in 
fixing the fee in accordance with the number 
of members. 

Mr Rooke :... Branch accounts look very 
healthy at the moment because they have 
livedon the hump of the rebates received from 
the Council. I think there should be a slight 
re-adjustment of membership fees, and it is 
really a matter for the local bodies to decide 
where they are going to get the 15s. from. 
The central body should get more money 
because it is working for the benefit of the 
members as a whole. 

Mr Borland: 1 think Mr Immelman’s motion 
is too complicated and it is not going to 
bring in sufficient money. At the last Con- 
ference I anticipated that we would have 
financial difficulties this year, and I suggested 
that the affiliation fees should be £1. Now 
I suggest we try to get affiliation fees from each 
branch for all its members at a flat rate of 15s. 
per member. Branches could make their own 
arrangements as to how they can collect this 
affiliation fee. I think the successful wav 
would be for branches to make subscription 
rates for higher-paid members at £1 10s. or 
£2 per annum, and for the junior assistants 
and institutional members perhaps at from 
15s. to £1. 

Mr Borland further suggested that the sub- 
scription rate for small public libraries be 
reduced from £1 Is. to 15s. or 7s. 6d., the 
present subscription of £1 1s. being too much 
for them. This could be counteracted by an 
increased subscription for larger institutions 
and better-paid members. He intimated that 
the actual expenses of most branches are 
negligible, and that small branches needing 
assistance should be entitled to ask for a 
special grant from Council. His amendment 
that an affiliation fee be excharged at a flat 
rate of 15s. was seconded by Mrs Dommisse. 
Miss E. Levy: ... There are very few highly 
paid people in the Orange Free State. Many 
are teachers and people not ingaged in 
library work whom we have induced to join 
the Association, and if we raise the fee at 
all these people will leave altogether and our 
branch will collapse. 

Mr Borland: ‘That is what is anticipated. 
If the members of the Free State cannot 
afford to pay higher subscription fees we 


should regard it as a matter of library propa- 
ganda and come to ther aid. 

Mr Rooke: ... The majority of members of 
these smaller branches are the junior members 
and they are complaining at the present time 
that they consider the subscription to be on 
the high side. I am afraid if we increase we 
will lose membership and I support Mr 
Immelman’s motion rather than the amend- 
ment. 

Miss Hartmann: 1 would like to propose that 
the Council appoint a sub-committee whose 
business it would be to make an active drive 
to get members. If senior librarians have not 
got the time to do it—and they have not 
got it—we should encourage the younger 
members to take more interest in active affairs 
of the Association, and I think the Council 
should ask the promising junior members 
to work in this direction. Perhaps it would 
be a good thing to co-operate with Mr 
Holdsworth and myself as representing the 
Journal to see if something cannot be done 
to increase the membership—the Journal 
is one thing which members do get for 
their membership fee—and see if we cannot 
undertake a really active campaign to increase 
the membership and our finances along those 
lines. 

Mnr Immelman: ... Die Kaapse Tak het in 
die afgelope jaar ge probeer om nuwe lede 
te werf en om ou lede te behou en ons moei- 
likheid met die kleiner lede is dat hulle die 
gewone bedrag van 10s. nie kan betaal nie, 
en as ons daarop staan dat hulle moet betaal 
bedank sommige. As ons 15s. vir al die 
lede van die Kaapse Tak moet betaal, 
beteken dit dat ons £60 per jaar moet stort. 
In die geval van Suidelike Transvaal sal 
hulle £115 in plaas van £70 moet betaal, 
Noord Transvaal £84 in plaas van £56... 
Ons het ’n baie kleiner persentasie in die Kaap 
wat teen ’n hoér tarief kan betaal. Ek sien 
nie hoe dat ons, die Kaapse Tak, teen 15s. 
per lid kan betaal om genoeg oor te hé om 
die werksaamhede voort te sit nie, en dit 
sal ook die geval wees met die Vrystaat 
en Natal. Daarom het ek die voorstel op 
so’n manier opgestel dat ons ’n middelweg 
kan inslaan om te sien hoe dit gedurende 
die jaar gaan werk. Ek voel sterk dat ons 
nie die ledegeld te hoog moet stel nie... 
Dr Coblans: I want to support Mr Immelman 
and I think the larger branches should sup- 
port and assist the smaller branches. I think 
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is the best we can do under the circumstances. 
Mr Freer: Of course one must not lose sight 
of the fact that some members can take 
refuge in life membership and then they 
cannot be taxed. 

Miss Speight: 1 would like to propose, condi- 
tional upon this raising of the fees, that the 
Association try to get an endowment... 
Certain branches have small balances left 
over from the old days and we might ask 
them to start off the endowment and perhaps 
supplement it by a public drive so that in 
years to come the Association will have the 
interest on this money as well as the fluctuat- 
ing subscription figure. 

Mnr Coetzee: .. . Ek voel nie dat die Vereni- 
ging daarby sal baat om sy subskripsie te 
verhoog nie. Ons inkomste kan verhoog 
word deur meer lede te kry. Al hierdie ge- 
praat om geld in te samel sal niks help as die 
ledetal van die Vereniging nie groei nie ... 
Waar ons nou in die begin van ons nuwe 
eksperiment staan, van ons nuwe Konsti- 
tusie, stel ek voor dat ons die saak laat soos 
dit op die oomblik is. 

Mr L. W. A. Andrew: ... Wouldn’t it be 
possible to make the affiliation fee a proportion 
of the fee, say two-thirds or a half ? 

Put to the vote Mr Borland’s amendment, 
“That the affiliation fee be raised to 15s. flat 
rate on all members of the Association” was 
defeated by 26 votes to 5. 

Mr Immelman’ s motion was put and carried by 
24 votes to 4. 


12.30 p. m. Adjournment for lunch at 
the University. 


MONDAY, 22 SEPTEMBER 1947. 2.15 p.m. 


Jagger Library, University, Rondebosch. 
President; Ladies and Gentlemen, those of 
you who were here seven years ago when we 
had the Conference in Cape Town will see 
some remarkable changes in the training of 
librarians in Cape Town... After Mr 
Immelman has given his paper there will 
be time for discussion. After that he has 
arranged for us to go round the. building and 
take tea. 


. Paper by Mr R.F. M. Immelman: Librarianship 
as a profession. 

Mnr Coetzee: Ek het nog selde met soveel 
instemming en soveel belangstelling na 
’n wetenskaplike referaat geluister. Mnr 
Immelman... het in ons land volhard in die 
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beginsels wat neergelé is deur Pierce Butler 
in Amerika en Van Riemsdyk in Holland... 
In die biblioteekskool te Pretoria strewe ons 
vanaf die begin in daardie rigting, maar dit 
is ons verwyt dat ons te min aandag aan teg- 
niek wy. 

Mr Freer, in conveying to Mr Immelman the 
thanks of the meeting for his outstanding 
paper, said that it was only when they came 
to such a place as the Library and the Library 
School that they realized the colossal task 
that Mr Immelman and his staff had under- 
taken. 


Tour of fagger Library, University 
5.30 p.m Reception in Banqueting Hall by 
City Council. 


MONDAY, 22 SEPTEMBER 1947. 8.15 P.M. 


Fairbridge Room, S.A. Public Library. 


8. Talkby Dr H.Coblans: The film and the library, 


followed by showing of film: Film and reality. 


TUESDAY, 23 SEPTEMBER 1947. 9. 30 a.m 


Commerce Lecture Theatre, University of 
Cape Town. 

The President announced that the members 
from Rhodesia had make application to the 
Council to become a Central African Branch. 
They had sufficient members to become a 
branch and their application was approved. 
On behalf of the Conference he congratulated 
them and especially their representatives, 
Mr Niven and Mr Burke. Mr Burke was 
asked to act as Convenor of the Committee. 


. Paper by Mr Karlton C. Johnson: Libraries 


for Non-Europeans, read by the Hon. Secre- 
tary in the absence of the author. 

Mr Coetzee suggested that for the planning 
of non-European libraries one “‘could hardly 
do better than study the methods that were 
used by the Hollanders in the Netherlands 
Indies for establishing library service there 
for non-Europeans. It is not in the first 
instance just a matter of having books and 
distributing them, it is much more a matter 
of making books for these people. Many of the 
books that are very well suited to Europeans 
are entirely unsuited to natives... because 
they are not written from the angle from which 
the non-European sees life... The Nether- 
lands Indies began with an institution for 
providing literature and for writing books 
in the language of these people. These books 
were then printed and distributed to a large 
number of small depot libraries. The books 
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were in the native languages—there are many 
languages in Java and Borneo—and they con- 
sisted first of al lof legends in the vernacular. 
Next translations were made and adapted to 
the circumstances of the country, andfinally 
certain classics of European literature, not 
only English and Dutch, were translated...” 
The President reminded members that the As- 
sociation was taking part in the general survey 
on reading matter to be written specially for 
non-Europeans, which is to be put before the 
Government bythe Institute of RaceRelations. 
Mr #. R. Chuen mentioned the difficulty 
found by non-European librarians in following 
lectures intended for European librarians of 
large libraries. 

A discussion followed on the possibility of 
making the Non-European Library Committae 
more active, and Miss M.E. Green proposed 
Mr Karlton Johnson be madeconvenor of the 
Committee. 

The vote of thanks was proposed by Miss 
E. Taylor. 


Paper by Dr F. G. van der Riet : Library 
Co-operation and Specialization with Special 
Reference to South Africa. 


The President, opening the discussion, wel- 
comed the suggestion of a survey of the 
specialized resources of the country. 

Miss Green supported the proposal and sug- 
gested that the Library Association should con- 
sider producing it perhaps in duplicated form. 
Dr Coblans, after expressing appreciation of 
Dr van der Riet’s paper, wanted to know 
what progress was being made onthe National 
Union Catalogue in Pretoria, and said he 
considered the value of the whole scheme 
depended on a wider support than it received 
at present. “There are,” he said, “other 
factors which are peculiarly South African, 
the fact that our distances are large and the 
fact that our postage costs are heavy. Some 
while ago this Association attempted to achieve 
a reduction of postage costs for genuine 
inter-library research material. I do not 
know whether that line has been taken up 
again. I think now the two research councils 
which have been established have come as a 
great hope for most of us and I think in the 
short while that they have been here they have 
done a great deal, and I think that we, as an 
Association, should try and get the most out of 
that. They could speak for us in a way which 
would be listened to. I think the Association 


was connected with a plan some time ago for 
working out the arrangements | whereb 
photostats and microfilms could be obtained 
more cheaply. One of the difficulties is the 
cost. In other countries it is easy to turn to 
photostats. In South Africa it is not so easy 
because these articles are far too expensive. To 
have to pay 2s. for a photostat page is not an 
economic proposition. I think some arrange- 
ment whereby the two research councils and 
our Association could achieve, either by sub- 
sidy or some other arrangement, some re- 
duction in costs, could make it possible for 
us to use this modern equipment, which would 
as it were, canalize the whole of the library 
material in this country. In practice most of 
us have not the money to spend on that sort of 
thing... I would like to suggest that this 
Association attempt to revive that plan which 
was mooted some years ago. The second 
point Dr van der Riet raised was the survey of 
our resources and I think we are agreed on 
the necessity for it. There is a shocking amount 
ofignorance of what is available in this country, 
and there is a surprising amount available. 
How many people know of the existence of the 
Smithsonian Collection in Pretoria?... 
I think a survey of resources is so important 
that the two research councils should certainly 
help considerably in providing some of the 
cash and some of the personnel.” 

Dr Coblans recalled that Mr Freer’s list 
was made possible by money advanced by the 
Research Council and he suggested that the 
Association should try to influence the survey 
in the same manner. 

The Hon. Secretary suggested that the newly 
formed Special Libraries Section of the 
Southern Transvaal Branch should be asked 
to consider the compilation of the survey. 
MissSpeight, however, pointed out that most of 
the members werelibrarians without diplomas, 
fully occupied in running one-man shows. 

The President emphasized the importance of 
the financial aspect and asked Mr Stirling 
for information on the Union Catalogue. 
Mr Stirling replied: The Union Catalogue 
that we are compiling was started for our 
own purposes. It is very small. It has about 
150,000 entries... A good many libraries 


were unable to co-operate. With the cheap- 
ening of photographic reproduction co- 
operation could be speeded up... The 
Union Catalogue to be successful must be 
heavily subsidized and the libraries through 
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out should receive subsidies so that they can 


or employ the staff to send information to the 
by Union centre. 

ed He welcomed the suggestion that the 
he Councils for Scientific Research and for 
to Humanistic Research should give considerable 
By subsidies for the production of the Union 
‘o Catalogue. He also recommended freer 
in exchange of material so that, for instance, 
e- material which belonged to Johannesburg 
id should be housed in Johannesburg and not 
d- in Pretoria. 

e- Mnr Immelman: Ek stel voor dat ons Dr 
or van der Riet van harte bedank vir sy bydrae 
d hier vanmére ... Ons besef almal, as biblio- 
'y tekarisse, dat . . . vir saamwerk ’n sekere mate 
of van spesialisasie nodig is en dit lyk vir my dat 
of ons heelwat moet probeer verrig om die gees 
Is van indiwidualisme onder die biblioteek- 
h owerhede teen te werk... Daar is heelwat 
d velde wat nog nie gedek is nie. Ons kan lyste 
f van vakke noem wat baie swak verteenwordig 
n is, en waarvan daar geen eersterangse ver- 
t sameling in ons biblioteke bestaan nie. Ek 


dink ook dat ons teenswoordig miskien meer 
. masjinerie het om saamwerking te bewerk- 
€ stellig ... Ek wil in u naam Dr van der Riet 
van harte bedank vir sy voorlesing .. . 


Adjournment for tea. 


e 11. Paper by Mr H. Holdsworth: Choosing Books 
for the Smaller Library. 

t 12. Paper by Mr E. A. Borland: Choosing Books 

: for a Library System Serving Small Libraries. 


A vote of thanks was spoken by Mr Kritzinger. 
Adjournment for lunch. 


TUESDAY, 23 SEPTEMBER 1947. 2.30 p.m. 


Fairbridge Room, S.A. Public Library. 
The President, in welcoming the delegates to 
the S.A. Public Library, gave an outline of 
the history and growth of the Library. The 
delegates were then shown round the Library 
and entertained to tea by the Trustees. 
4.30 p.m. Informal Conference in regard to 
Unofficial Manuscripts. 

Mr D.E. McCausland, Chairman of the Board 
of ‘Trustees of the S.A. Public Library, 
opened the meeting. 

Mr D. H. Varley (President): This is a kind 
of double meeting, It is an informal conference 
called by the Trustees of the S.A. Public 
Library including people who are interested 
in this subject but who are not members of 
the Association, and it is also a meeting of the 
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Conference. At a later point we shall turn 
ourselves into a Conference meeting for 
the purposes of a resolution... You will 
remember that some years ago appeals were 
made by this and other institutions all over 
the country to try to get preserved such mate- 
rial as was in danger of being thrown away, 
particularly in time of war when many people 
were moving. It was felt that they would 
throw things away that were of value— 
family histories, logbooks, etc. People did not 
know where such material should go, how it 
should be treated and whether it should 
be indexed. It was decided that it might 
be a good idea to call an informal conference 
of the different representatives of museums, 
libraries and archives to work out some plan. 
Some people have family records which they 
would like to keep where they are. They think 
that they have local interest ; they would not 
like them to be taken away and put in a large 
library in another part of the country, and 
that kind of feeling has to be respected. 
The question is whether it is possible to organ- 
ize or recognize certain research libraries 
which would cater for people who want to 
give papers to a part of the country where 
there is no existing provision at present. 
The second main point to be discussed is 
that when a place has been found for these 
manuscripts, what is to be done with them ? 
Are they to be organized all over the country 
in the same way?... Another suggestion 
is to give guidance to local archives, church 
archives, society archives, which have been 
in existence for a long time. It might be 
useful if either the Library Association or 
some other body were to publish a short 
handbook giving the elements of how to deal 
with letters and manuscripts and how to 
arrange them, describe them and_ index 
them... 

The President then expressed the hope that 
members would discuss the pros and cons 
of centralization and decentralization of 
manuscript material, and possible kinds of 
institution to house them. 

Dr P. F. Venter (Union Archives): It has 
always been our view that the collection and 
preservation of non-official records is one of 
our functions, though we have never regarded 
it as our exclusive function. We feel we have 
not got the monopoly of it and it is a recogni- 
zed thing for libraries to collect material of 
that nature. We feel, however, that the 
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Archivesisthe best place for housing all types 
of documents because we have fireproof ac- 
commodation, . . . and we have a trained per- 
sonnel to deal with them. ‘There is quite a 
difference between keeping archives and 
keeping library books. Our experience is that 
librarians have a lot to learn about the former. 
I have one document in mind in particular 
which a prominent librarian tried to identify 
and instead of placing it in the time of Willem 
Adriaan van der Stel gave it to Jan van 
Riebeeck, which shows you that special 
knowledge is required. According to the 
present Archives Act we have the right 
to buy. It is legally one of our functions to 
purchase documents or to accept them as 
donations, and in the new Archives Act more 
elaborate provision is made, but I do not 
think we are asking for powers to make it our 
exclusive function... In the Archives we 
have quite a number of collections, for instance 
the Dr Leyds Collection and the Te Water 
Collection, and whenever we hear about 
collections we make it our business to go 
out of our way to collect them... 

Mr E. E. Burke (Central African Archives): 
In Southern Rhodesia the Archives have 
already been defined in quite a wide sense, 
by the Archives Act, to include all such 
“public documents and other material, 
historical material of every kind, nature and 
description as are in the custody of any 
Government departments or may be trans- 
ferred to or required by Archives...” 
which gives it adequate provision to take 
in any sort of unofficial manuscript or 
historical document. Now it seems to us 
that the present problem is one that is not 
bounded actually by the borders of the Union, 
because we are very interested in collecting 
everything relating to Central African history 
and so much of that material is to be found 
here. It is suggested that consideration be 
given to the formation of a series of regions, 
territories, and that a repository be recognized 
in‘each, either the Archivesor a suitable library, 
so that if, for example, we should receive 
Cape material we should suggest to the donor 
that he hand it to the proper place... I 
think it is rather similar to the scheme which 
exists in England where the Master of the 
Rolls has recognized certain repositories for 
the reception of manorial records. 

The Chairman: Wouldn’t it be rather diffi- 
cult to decide where the interests of one 


region ended and where the other began? 
Mr Burke: There the Association might have 
to step in. 

Mrs U. Gill: Mr Burke’s point of co-operative 
agreement is probably the first point upon 
which any discussion must devolve. It is a 
very important point and I am absolutely 
certain the original documents in a locality 
are a source of inspiration to innumerable 
people. It is a great mistake to remove these 
documents from the areas to which they 
naturally belong. In saying that I should like 
to add that it is important to remember that 
getting the original document is not the only 
way of getting hold of information contained 
in that document. The photographic process 
makes it possible for more than one library to 
have information contained in any document 
although only one library can house the 
original... I should like to support Mr 
Burke’s proposal about the inter-provincial 
agreement. 

Dr Venter : The Chief Archivist has drawn up 
a memorandum on the subject... and he 
says: “‘Mrs Gill advocates the establishment 
of regional manuscript research libraries in 
the following regions’, and he enumerates 
them. Then he says: “There are already 
Archives depots in the four provinces and 
there is one in South West Africa, and these 
buildings are equipped to store records and 
we have trained staffs to deal with them. 
Mrs Gill herself does not advocate excessive 
decentralization, which is indeed most unde- 
sirable, not only on account of the expenses 
involved in the matter of building, equipment 
and staff, but also of the inconvenience to 
the researcher of having his sources widely 
dispersed. It seems obvious, therefore, that 
the proposed manuscript research libraries 
are superflous when five Archives depots 
already exist. If after consideration it is 
deemed that the Cape Province is too large 
a province to be adequately served by one 
Archives depot situated in Cape Town, it 
could be met by another Archives depot at 
some suitable centre like Grahamstown.” ... 
Mr Coetzee: I think there is some slight 
misunderstanding. Dr Venter and the Chief 
Archivist seem to think that Mrs Gill's 
proposal intends to establish subsidiary 
private archives all over the country. I! 
think the idea is more that you should have 
certain local collections. For instance docu- 
ments of Kingwilliamstown which are of 
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Special interest to Kingwilliamstown should 
be in the library at Kingwilliamstown, and 
photographic copies could be sent to the Arch- 
ives to be housed in fireproof rooms and 
preserved even if the original documents 
be destroyed by fire. Even in the University 
of Pretoria we have a small collection of docu- 
ments relating to people who have been 
connected with that University. We house 
them rather. inadequately, but they have 
sentimental value to the past students of the 
University and I think the same value would 
be attached to these local town or city 
collections which would not threaten the 
Archives as repositories of documents. 
Dr van der Riet: I sympathize with the point 
of view of Dr Venter and the Chief Archivist. 
I hope that we are going tosucceed in improv- 
ing the Archives in this country, their ability 
to look after documents in a proper manner, 
and to house them. I think that the Archives 
are possibly not in a very favourable position 
for collecting documents which are in 
private hands. After all obtaining documents 
for preservation from private individuals is 
often a matter of negotiation and it seems to 
me that an institution like the library, which is 
more a private institution than a Government 
body, would be in a far more suitable position 
for carrying on such negotiations than a 
Government body. I know from the exper- 
ience of Mrs Gill the extremely delicate 
nature of the negotiations which sometimes 
take place. I think that the librarians in this 
country are in a position to supplement a lot 
of work which has been done by the Archives 
and I think their contribution will be of very 
great value to the Archives. 

Dr Venter: I quite agree with Dr van der 
Riet that these negotiations are of a very 
delicate nature but I do not think that the 
libraries would be in a better position than 
the Archives to conduct those negotiations. 
We have had quite a lot of experience and 
we have met with a good deal of success, but, 
as I say, we do not say that the libraries 
must not do it. The Chief Archivist.. is 
of opinion that. field-workers should come 
under the Archives ... There is the question 
of local interest; I think people are more 
proud to see their documents in a big national 
institution than in a local institution. It is 
not that they feel that the thing should go to 
the library and be kept in a town in a parti- 
cular region. I think they realize thatthe Arch- 


ives are a bigger institution and that things 
are somehow safer there. The parochial 
spirit I have not seen so very often. I know 
they are proud of their local history but that 
does not affect the transfer or donation of 
documents to the Archives... The library 
certainly could be of great assistance by keeping 
the original in the local library and sending 
us acopy. Why not do it the other way round? 
The Chairman: How many Archives are 
there ? 

Dr Venter: There are four Archives and there 
is a sort of Archives depot in South West 
Africa. 

Mrs Gill: First of all, the memorandum which 
the Chief Archivist has got up; he has 
based it on a scheme which I put forward 
tothe Council for Sociological and Humanistic 
Research merely as a basis for discussion. 
It was not meant to express my ideas on the 
subject at all. Since I drafted it in March I 
have visited a good many places and I tho- 
roughly disagree with a lot which I wrote then 
... IT have hada lot of people say to me: “‘Are 
you from the Archives?” and I have said 
“No”, and they would say: ‘Good!’ It 
is perfectly true that a great many people do 
not want to give private papers into public 
possession and therefore I see no reason why 
private research libraries, established by 
Universities or Archives through the 
Universities, should not supplement 
the Archives. Personally I feel that the 
special research library is really more for 
the elementary student than the Archives. 
The Archives to my mind is very much for 
the specialist and advanced student. You 
have to go to the Archives in the end but 
your whole beginning can be stimulated by 
the history in your own locality. If you 
are an M.A. student you are pretty raw 
and to have a research library in your library 
is of great assistance. It is not a question of 
interfering with the Archives but of supple- 
menting them. 

The Chairman: Did you find out in the course 
of conversation what the prejudice against 
archives is ? 

Mrs Gill: I think it is purely that private 
people having private family letters do not 
want them to be handed over to public 
bodies. They probably do not realize that in 
a University they are just as public, if not 
more, than in the Archives. 

Mr Burke; ... 1 must.say the Chief Archivist 
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of the Central African Archives has found no 
such prejudice against handing over papers 
to a public body. In fact offers have most 
generously been forthcoming. I think that 
part of the secret is publicity and letting the 
people know that there is place ready to take 
and receive this material and to look after 
it properly. 

Mrs Gill thought that private persons pre- 
ferred to see their papers kept within the 
locality. 

Dr Venter disagreed. 

The Chairman: It does not seem that there 
is very much dispute about the two points 
of view. Dr Venter does not suggest that it 
should be made compulsory that documents 
be handed over to the Archives. I think 
we shall agree that no institution should take 
charge of these documents unless it can 
store them properly, catalogue them and 
look after them. I take it that we are all 
agreed that it is very undesirable that small 
country libraries should undertake work of 
this sort... 

There are other aspects which have not 
been discussed at all, e.g. cataloguing... 
Dr Venter: We have definite methods of 
dealing with documents .. . 

The Chairman: Have you adopted a method 
from overseas or have you worked it out 
yourself ? 

Dr Venter: It is adopted from overseas. 
‘There are handbooks on the subject and we 
have written a certain amount of South 
African literature but it is based chiefly on 
overseas publications. 

Miss Speight: There is one way in which 
public libraries all over the country could help. 
Many people do not know about these papers 
and the library is the best place to help 
initially whether they come to the library or 
Archives. If the papers have value they should 
not be cursorily destroyed .. . 

The Chairman: What would you suggest in 
regard to publicity ? Do you think the smaller 
libraries throughout the country should 
circularize their subscribers ? 

Miss Speight: That might be left to individual 
ideas, but sometimes by talking to people who 
have been living there for a long time one finds 
out about such documents and one should 
remind these people that they would fulfil a 
useful function by presenting those papers. 
Mrs Gill: ... Public libraries could act as 
collecting depots and retain ownership of 


material and place the actual material on loan 
in other places in research centres. A very 
great mistake is excessive decentralization ; 
but excessive centralization is often much 
worse. 

Mr Freer: ... 1 asa librarian do not go out of 
my way to collect manuscripts. Those of us 
who have adequate accommodation are pre- 
pared to take care of the manuscripts that 
come along. Another point has been raised 
and that is whether we can agree to some code 
of cataloguing of such manuscripts... If 
we do draw up some rules for general guidance 
we shall still depart fromthem, but it may bea 
good thing to set up a few standards. We 
should not be bound by them and the methods 
which the official Archives adopt would 
probably not suit us. It would depend on the 
nature of the document, and our research 
worker might differ from the type of worker 
in the Archives. I think the official Archives 
were for the preservation of Government 
documents, whereas we are mainly speaking 
of unofficial domestic family papers. 

Mr Stirling: When I am offered manuscripts, 
as I have been, I hand them over to the 
Archives as I think they are the proper place 
for preserving manuscripts . . . 

Mr Filmer (Methodist Book-Room): Nothing 
has been said about the archives belonging to 
institutions such as a church or society... 
Some of them have already formed very 
good archives and some are about to do so. 
My own church is busy on the job at the 
present time and I feel that these archives 
are of great value. Some of the religious 
documents throw as much light on the history 
of South Africa as any others. I feel that 
these archives need standardization in in- 
dexing... The other point is, is it possible 
to have some central index for the whole 
country so that it would be possible for a 
person to know where to find a document ? 
I suggest it should be possible, if I want to 
do particular research, to know where | 
could find documents in this country... 
The Chairman: The Archives are making 
such a catalogue ? 

Dr Venter replied that archivists had already 
helped certain church archives. An inventory 
would be required and the Archives had 
approached the Government regarding the 
necessity of a national index. Existing 
indexes cover groups and periods, and certain 
of them are out of date. 
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The Chairman: What is to be done with the 
vast amount of material collected that is 
absolutely valueless and useless ? What do 
you do with that in the Archives ? 

Dr Venter: We do destroy, both in the 
Archives and outside. We have a committee 
investigating what we destroy. 

Mr P. Ribbink: I feel very strongly that the 
public libraries and private libraries are doing 
a remarkably good job in collecting all docu- 
ments which they have collected in the past. 
I am stressing the private libraries ; they are 
saving masses of material from destruction . . . 
Keep the people in your confidence and get 
them to co-operate and you can arrange a 
scheme by which such collections will 
gradually find their way into big institutions... 
Dr Coblans: . . . Would the Archives consider 
taking the original and giving a copy, photo- 
stat or micro-film to the particular person 
who’ has handed it over?... Are there 
facilities for this at the Archives?... 

Dr Venter: Yes, we have a photostat machine 
and other apparatus. People have diaries 
and other documents and sometimes we are 
allowed to make photostat copies and they 
get their original back or vice versa. But it 
must be remembered that it is a lengthy 
process... 


Motion by Dr van der Riet: That this Associa- 
tion directs tts attention to the need for preserving 
unofficial manuscripts (such as family papers, 
business records, etc.), and that it proceeds to 
appoint a committee for the purpose of: 

(a) investigating the principles guiding the col- 
lection of such documents by research libraries ; 
(b) studying the techniques by which the informa- 
tion contained in the documents is made available 
for historical research. 

Dr van der Riet: 1 move this motion, which 
is in two parts, as a whole. 

Mrs Gill seconded. 

A Committee was nominated, consisting of 
Dr van der Riet, Dr Venter and Mr Varley, 


_ With power to co-opt. 


Mr McCausland thanked delegates for their 
attendance and the meeting closed at 5.40 p.m. 


TUESDAY, 23 SEPTEMBER 1947. 8.15 p.m. 
Fairbridge Room, S.A. Public Library. 


Public Meeting under the auspices of the 
Cape Branch. 

Chairman: Mr S. B. Hobson, Acting Super- 
intendent General of Education, Cape 
Province. Subject: Children’s Libraries, 


SECOND ANNUAL CONFERENCE ‘Ss 


Speakers: Miss L. E. Taylor and Miss 
E. J. R. Dixon. 


WEDNESDAY, 24 SEPTEMBER 1947. 9.30 a.m. 
Commerce Lecture Theatre, University of 


45. 
16. 


17. 


18. 





Cape Town. 


Staatsbiblioteke in die Unie, deur Mnr S.7.- 
Kritzinger. 

Paper by Mr R. F. M. Immelman: 
information libraries. 

Miss P. Krige stated she had experienced 
the need for South African information 
libraries in America. 

Major W. G. Griffiths corroborated, and re- 
ferred to the ignorance about this country 
amongst the American public. 


Proposal by Northern Transvaal Branch: That 
attendance of non-European members of the 
South African Library Association at branch 
meetings be left to the discretion of the 
branch concerned. 

The ensuing discussion took place in 
camera, and resulted in the following motion 
by Mr Immelman, seconded by Mr Chuen : Ia 
view of the differing library needs and library 
training of the Europeans and non-Europeans in 
South Africa, I move that the Conference in- 
struct the non-European Libraries Committee of 
the South African Library Association to in- 
vestigate the feasibility of establishing a Union- 
wide non-European branch of the South African 
Association, one member of the Committee at 
each larger centre to act as convenor of meetings 
of non-European branch members in that area, 
and that the Committee investigate the consti- 
tutional changes necessary and report the pro- 
gress to the Executive Committee from time to 
time, the matter then to be reported to the next 
Conference. 

The motion was carried. 


State 


Adjournment for tea. 


Dr Venter proposed a vote of thanks‘to Mr 
Kritzinger and Mr Immelman. 

Paper by Miss H. Mews: Scientific information 
—an international affair. 

Hon. Secretary: Miss Mews mentioned the 
coupon system forthe purchasing of text-books 
to simplify the international currency position. 
Is there any limit to the number of coupons 
which will be sold to any Ministry of Educa- 
tion or body in the country concerned ? 
Will these bodies themselves have to ration 
the coupons to the various libraries in their 
areas ? If the system were carried to consider- 
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able length, there might be some difficulty. 
The committee Miss Mews mentioned, 
which was originally set up by the South 
African Bureau of Standards and other 
institutions to go into the subject of revision 
of the Universal Decimal Classification, is 
really in fact becoming the South African 
Documentation Committee, which I presume 
will be affiliated with the International 
Federation for Documentation. The Library 
Association Council nominated two of its 
members to serve on that Committee, Miss 
Mews and Mr Kennedy, and I feel that if 
the work of that Committee is to extend to 
documentation in general, which concerns a 
great deal more than scientific matters, we 
should press, or at any rate suggest that a 
representative of one of the national libraries, 
if not of both, be on that Committee, or that 
the Association should request to be repre- 
sented by an extra member who shall be from 
one of the national libraries. 

Miss Mews: ... Dr Cook, of the Council 
for Educational, Sociological and Humanistic 
Research, sent out to librarians 70 copies 
of the Unesco coupon scheme and I imagine 
many librarians here are more conversant 
with the terms of his plan than I am. I do 
not remember any limitation being set on the 
purchase of these coupons. If there were 
limitations imposed and you foresee them as 
a difficulty, I can refer the question to the 
Committee. 

Miss Mews intimated that her stencilled 
notes about the Universal Decimal Classifica- 
tion Sub-Committee were available for 
distribution and would be given to the Hon. 
Secretary. She said further: ‘“The Commit- 
tee was appointed and called together by the 
South African Bureau of Standards and it 
was through the S.A.B. of S. and the varied 
and complicated ramifications of the inter- 
national delegations affiliated with the F.I.D. 
that it had been asked to serve as a South 
African Committee for Documentation. We 
felt that our representation should be widened 
and the South African Bureau of Standards 
has taken our suggestions. I am on that 
Committee as a representative of this Associa- 
tion so that if this Association wishes to 
instruct me to make any more specific sug- 
gestions to that Committee about the widen- 
ing of its representation, I shall do so.” 
Dr Coblans: I feel that Mr Robinson’s 


suggestion is a very good one. The situation 


19. 


is that the South African Standards Council, 
working very closely with the British Stand. 
ards Council, turned to the South African 
representative and asked that a Committee 
be formed in South Africa to see that this 
work was carried on here, and at that stage 
it was an ad hoc committee. I think the 
invitations weresent outto people who might be 
interested and who had special qualifications, 
Then the need became bigger yearly with the 
forming of documentation groups in England. 
I wrote to the President and mentioned the 
possibility of this Conference discussing the 
formation of a South African National 
Committee of the F.I.D. In the meantime 
group members had already written up to the 
British Standards Council and the Council 
has recognized this particular body as a 
National Committee for South Africa, because 
the F.I.D. works in terms of national commit- 
tees. Then we realized that all the members 
felt that the Committee should now have a 
much wider coverage andshould include more 
groups. Thesuggestion made by Mr Robinson 
was not actually put forward but I think 
it most important that the national libraries 
should be represented on that Committee, 
and I suggest this Conference instruct 
Miss Mews to bring it upat the next meeting. 
Agreed to by Conference. 

Dr Coblans passed a vote of thanks to Miss 
Mews. 

Motion by Southern Transvaal Branch: That 
this Conference appoint a special committee to: 
(a) ascertain from major. publishers of books 
in South Africa (i) under what conditions 
they would consent to bind ina special durable 
style a certain number of copies of those of 
their publications which arelikely to bein demand 
by public libraries, and (ii) what the additional 
cost per volume is likely to be ; (b) take whatever 
steps it considers necessary to get South African 
libraries to co-operate in taking ‘advantage of 
offers of durable binding, provided that the 
answers to (a) above indicate that some scheme 
of special binding is possible. 

Miss Speight: All of us know what difficulty 
there is with books published in South Africa. 
After they have been issued two or three 
times—in some cases ten would be a high 
maximum—they have to be withdrawn for 
rebinding. I would like to pay tribute to 
some of those publishers -who have 
raised their standards tremendously. We 
know of books that come from: the. South 
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African presses which compare favourably 
with those of other countries. The Southern 
Transvaal Branch feel it will be of great 
assistance to small libraries if we could 
prevail upon publishers to issue a few copies 
in more durable binding and that is what 
this motion sets out. Perhaps the Committee 
appointed could also find out from publishers 
if they would sell in sheets... I would like 
to suggest that as the Committee is purely a 
fact-finding Committee its members should 
be located in one centre to eliminate cor- 
respondence. I suggest Miss Anna Smith 
as convenor, and Mrs Dommisse, Mr Grif- 
fiths and Mrs Dix, and, for liaison purposes, 
the Hon. Secretary of the Association. 

Mnr Coetzee het dit gesekondeer. 

Agreed. 


The President: This is really the conclusion 


of the conference as far as this meeting is: 


concerned. There are certain votes of thanks 
to be passed and I will ask Councillor Mat- 
thews to give a vote of thanks to the various 
hosts. 

Councillor G. L. Matthews (fohannesburg): 
It gives me very great pleasure to propose 
this vote of thanks. The smooth running of 
this Conference is in itself a tribute to the 
detailed and careful planning that has gone 
before, and our special thanks are due to the 
the Cape Branch of the Association and the 
Executive officials who must have spent very 
long and weary hours over the whole orga- 
nization of this programme. One of the great 
values of a Conference such as this is not 
only the stimulating papers that we have from 
experts, but also the opportunities it gives to 
delegates from all parts of the country to greet 
their colleagues and exchange views and talk 
over difficulties, and I think they go back feeling 
in many cases that they are not fighting such 
an isolated battle as they thought at one 
time, but that they are part of a strong group 
... working towards one common aim. In 
that respect I think this Conference has been 
singularly successful. I want to thank the 
University of Cape Town for the splendid 
hospitality which they gave us on Monday and 
the interesting functions and for the use of 
our various meeting places; the Trustees 
of the S.A. Public Library for our reception 
and most interesting programme yesterday 
afternoon; the University of Stellenbosch for 
their courtesy and hospitality; the Mayor 
and City Council for their civic reception, 


and many others whom I find it impossible 
to mention by name, but who have all con- 
tributed their share in making this Conference 
such a success. All of us, librarians and 
laymen alike, will go back to our centres 
with plenty of food for thought and plenty 
of encouragement for the future, and to all 
of those who have contributed to the Con- 
ference I would like to express our deep and 
sincere thanks. 

Mnr Coetzee: Ek wil graag ’n mosie van 
besondere dank voorstel aan die persone wat 
referate bygedra het om hierdie Kongres so 
leersaam te maak. Ons het met hierdie 
Konferensie ’n mylpaal in die geskiedenis van 
Suid-Afrikaanse biblioteekwese bereik. Per- 
soonlik het ek die konferensies vanaf die 
begin bygewoon en hierdie een, moet ek sé, 
was werklik uitmuntend gewees ... Daar was 


_ werklik besondere goeie referate en ek wil 


iets aan die hand gee en dit is dat... hierdie 
referate gepubliseer moet word, nie in ’n 
nommer van Suid-Afrikaanse biblioteke nie, 
maar in ’n aparte uitgawe. So’n boek met 
hierdiereferatesou’n waardevolle en blywende 
bydrae tot ons vaklektuur wees wat in 
Suid-Afrika nog ’n bietjie skaars is. Ek wil 
nou afsluit en weer al die persone wat ge- 
spreek het hartelik bedank. 

The President: It is usual at this part of the 
Conference to have a word about the next 
Conference... It has been suggested that 
it should be held at Durban next year... 
Mr Rooke: 1 would like to extend an invita- 
tion to the Conference to meet next year, if 
possible, at Durban. It is a considerable 
time since the Association was formed and 
we have not yet had the opportunity of 
calling a meeting at that centre... If this 
Conference is prepared to come we will 
very much welcome it. 

The President: Can we take it that the Con- 
ference is generally in agreement ? 

Agreed. 

Mrs Lomberg: As a representative of the 
South African Teachers’ Association may 
I be permitted to say one word of gratitude to 
the South African Library Association for 
the enlightening and stimulating experience 
of the last three days... In the teaching 
world I think we do take it as axiomatic that 
the library and teaching professions are very 
closely allied. How close this relationship 
is is one of the many thoughts I shall take 
away from this Conference. There are the 
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same objects, the same problems, the same 
eternal struggle to make bricks without straw 
—straw being money—and the same response, 
the same reward, human contacts and re- 
sponses and, last but not least, the same short- 
comings... I have had one disturbing 
thought. It has been my privilege to hear that 
there are librarians who began their careers 
as teachers, but I have not met any teacher 
who began as a librarian! I fear this must be 
more than a coincidence. From our depleted 
ranks I am privileged to thank you very 
heartily. 

Mnr Kritzinger: Namens ons almal moet 
ons ons Voorsitter bedank vir die uiters 


SUID-AFRIKAANSE BIBLIOTEKE 


bekwame en simpatieke wyse waarop hy 
hierdie vergadering belé het. 
Mr Stirling: 1 should like to thank the Secre- 
tary. I think we should give him a very hearty 
vote of thanks. Everything has gone so very 
smoothly. 
Hon. Secretary: 1 heard it once said that the 
Secretary was the Association. I am not so 
sure of it because last year the President 
was the most indispensable part of it. | 
could not have gone on without him! | 
think it may be of interest to some of the 
people who have to make their reports back 
to their centres, that 65 people were registered 
as members of this Conference . . . 

The Conference closed at 12.40 p.m. 


REVIEWS 


Gill, Mrs Una (Long). An Index to authors of unoffi- 
cial, privately-owned manuscripts relating to the 
history of South Africa, 1812-1920 by Una Long 
(Mrs. Colin Gill). Lithoprinted by Lund Humphries 
and published for the compiler, 1947. xviii, 458 p. 
£2. 2s. Od. (200 copies printed). 

This is something new out of Africa. There comes 
a time in the writing of each nation’s history when the 
official records are seen to contain only half the truth 
about people and events, and often less than half. 
The rest can only be reconstructed through the study 
of the unself-conscious sources—the settler’s diary, 
the letters ‘home’, the odd note-books and business 
documents, many of which have in the course of 
events been either wilfully or unwittingly destroyed. 
It is the outstanding merit of this painstaking and 
substantial volume of Mrs Gill that it records for 
the first time a large number of family documents, 
mostly in private possession, which, but for her energy 
and enterprise (and the perspicacious support of the 
Leverhulme Trust) might well have been lost to the 
social and economic historian of South Africa. It 
represents two years’ work during which Mrs Gill 
hunted out, abstracted and systematized many 
hundreds of manuscripts bearing chiefly on the history 
of the Eastern Province. The first part of the Index 
consists of an alphabetical list of authors of manus- 
cripts with particulars of date, nature and present 
owner ; the second part consists of copies, summaries 
and extracts of these documents. This is followed 
by 167 pages of biographical notes, useful if neces- 
sarily sketchy, and by a chronological table arranged 
within date by authors’ names. The Index makes no 
pretensions to finality, and its chief purpose, as 
explained both by the compiler and by Dr H. M 


Robertson in his introduction, is firstly to record this 
material before it is too late, and secondly to encourage 
owners of similar material to preserve it and make it 
available under proper safeguards to the historian of 
the future. . 

This work is of particular interest and importance 
to librarians, who are often in a favourable position 
to give advice and encouragement to owners, if not 
house-room to their papers. Whether libraries or 
official archives should be the final repositories for 
such material is a matter for argument; but Dr 
Robertson makes a good point in stressing that “‘one 
way in which historical studies in South Africa lag 
behind is in the study and writing of local history ; 
and the local library which can focus interest upon 
the history of its neighbourhood is playing an im- 
mensely important part in the intellectual life of the 
community.” During the latter part of her researches 
Mrs Gill has been attached to the Cory Library at 
Rhodes University College as Field-worker, an 
interesting development which shows how much can 
be done to attract to the nucleus of a local collection 
material which would otherwise not have been 
gathered at all. 

As a historical source the Index may be judged by 
its own standards, which are perhaps unduly modest 
and tentative. In effect the work should find a place 
in every reference library and Africana collection in 
the country, for it contains a wealth of information 
to be found in no other source. The Index itself 
whose publication has been assisted by the Hiddingh- 
Currie Publications Fund, is a good example of the 
suitability of the Replika process for the reproduction 
of a small edition of necessarily specialized interest at 
a comparatively low cost. D.H 
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HISTORICAL SURVEY OF 


THE MORE IMPORTANT LIBRARIES 
IN THE UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA 


V. BLOEMFONTEIN PUBLIC LIBRARY 


Compiled by S. J. KritziINGer 1 


If there was nothing very dramatic or romantic 
about the starting of the Bloemfontein Public 
Library, its opening days were certainly marked 
by a quite dramatic spirit of determination. 
A public meeting was held in the Bloemfontein 
Town Hall in 1875, when a Committee of Manage- 
ment was appointed, which immediately had to 
face the rather formidable problem of “obtaining 
suitable premises.” Very laconically the minutes 
record that “‘the Committee obtained an empty 
house at Jacobsdal and on the 22 July 1875 
(less than three months after the calling of the 
first public meeting); the house was set up behind 
the Town Hall.’’ No mention is made of how such 
a house was discovered, how it was taken down, 
transported its 50 or 60 miles journey and then 
erected again. But the Committee were not 
to be content with their house from Jacobsdal 
for ever. On 4 February 1877 Mr Justice F. W. 
Reitz reported that the municipal commissioners 
had granted the use of the ante-room of the Town 
Hall as a library ; and the Library begins to assume 
in that year a position of civic dignity and of 
educational and cultural importance by resolving 
that “‘an address on some scientific or literary 
subject shall be delivered at the annual meeting 
in April each year.” And in the press of that 
time it is stated that the Honourable Chief 
Justice Reitz opened the next annual meeting 
with a most instructive and interesting address on 
the writings of Thomas Carlyle. - 

Eventually the news room :and the: Library 
became amalgamated with the Literary and Scienti- 
fic Society of that date, and debates—limited to 
men only—were frequently held and devoted to 
the discussion of such subjects as “‘Is grass burning 
beneficial or injurious to the veld ?”’ Occasionally, 
there would be a lighter, more colourful evening ; 


and it is minuted that at one meeting Mr Yates 


' 1 Revised by the Librarian of the Bloenifontein 
Library. See note in S.Afr.Libr. 13 (4) 79 Apr. 1946. 


recited Young Lochinvar, and Mr Carmichael 
kindly obliged with The Wreck of the Hesperus. 

The Library opened only on Wednesdays and 
Saturdays from ten to eleven, and five to six. 
In February 1880 it was announced that “the 
Municipality of Bloemfontein had, at the request 
of the Society, consented to act as trustees to 
the Library in case of the demise of the Society, 
thus giving the Library a thoroughly public 
character.” 

In February 1886 the Town Council placed the 
Town Hall at the disposal of the Library Com- 
mittee. Books were issued by members of the 
Committee—each committee member doing duty 
for a month at a time—but in 1888 the appoint- 
ment of Miss Letty Rose as the first librarian is 
recorded. In 1896 the Library was placed under 
the management of a committee elected by sub- 
scribers, who, at that time, numbered 113. 
On 4 February 1898 the secretary formally an- 
nounced the intention of Mr G. A. Fichardt to 
present the town with a new building. That offer 
was withdrawn in January 1899 as Mr Fichardt 
“maintained that he had been treated with marked 
indifference by the Town Council, but on repre- 
sentation being made by a large number of leading 
citizens, Mr Fichardt renewed the generous offer 
in March 1899.” Yet it was not until February 
1905 that the new Public Library was finally 
opened, for again and again the building was 
postponed and delayed owing to the Anglo-Boer 
War. With much jubilation and ceremony the 
great event at last took place. And from that date 
onwards the Bloemfontein Library has steadily 
developed as one of the town’s main sources of 


culture, knowledge and recreation—at no time 


more prominent than during the last twelve or 
thirteen years when its opening of a Children’s 
Library, its formation of a Library Literary Society, 
its organization of a Non-European Library 
Service, a Drama Library and a Book Club, 
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and its initiation of a Library Week, have earned 
for it the reputation of being one of the most 
progressive libraries in the Union. 

The present librarian is Miss E. Levy. Miss 
Levy was appointed as junior assistant to the 
Library in 1932. In 1933, studying extra-murally, 
she passed her B.A. examination with double 
honours. In 1934 she passed the Intermediate 
examination of the Library Association and in 
1935 she obtained first class honours in the 
M.A. examination and was promoted Children’s 
Librarian. 


BOOK-STOCK 


The Library has approximately 40,500 books, 
consisting of reference books, blue books, non- 
fiction, Afrikaans, Nederlands, German and French 
books, and some 20,000 English novels. The 
Dewey decimal classification is being used and 
there is a classified catalogue of the non-fiction 
books. During the last year 3,727 books were 
added, compared with 3,590 for the previous year. 


FINANCIAL RESOURCES 


The total expenditure during the financial 
year ending March 1946 was £4,361. The Muni- 
cipality has now assumed entire financial responsi- 
bility for the Library. 


MEMBERSHIP AND CIRCULATION OF BOOKS 


There are 3,491 town and country subscribers, 
17 affiliated country libraries and 1,942 members 
of the Children’s Free Library. Excluding the 
country members residing in the Free State, 
Cape and Basutoland, the Library serves a popula- 
tion of approximately 38,000 Europeans. During 
1946 120,314 publications were circulated. The 
Browne system of issue is in use. 


ACCOMMODATION AND RENT 


The present library building was given by the 
late Mr G. A. Fichardt. Its construction was 
greatly delayed on account of the Anglo-Boer 
War, but it was completed in 1905. Twelve years 
ago great improvements were made to it and suf- 
ficient space is now available for the present stock 
of books. Some of the improvements made include 
space for newspapers files, a separate stairway for 
the children, a large subscribers’ reading room, 
additional work rooms, and a lecture hall. The 
building is not fireproof, and has no storage for the 
copyright material. The Library pays for water 
and light, but it no longer pays any municipal 
rates. The building was legally transferred to the 
Municipality of Bloemfontein in April 1947 and 


after numerous delays on account of legal difficul- 
ties the opening of the Free Municipal Library is 
planned to take place on 1 November 1947. 


STAFF ESTABLISH)N.ENT 


The present staff consists of a Librarian, | 
Senior Assistant and 8 Junior Assistants. 
Salary Scales are as follows :— 


Scale No, 1 
Matriculated Assistants £144 x 12-180 in 3 years 


Assistants who have passed the Elementary 
examination of the S.A.L.A. shall be advanced 
one year on this scale, or, if they have less than 
a year to go, to the maximum. 


Scale No. 2 


Assistants possessing the Full Elementary Certificate 
£192 x 15 - 237 in 3 years 


Assistants who have successfully completed the 
Elementary examination of the S.A.L.A. auto- 
matically go on this scale on reaching the maximum 
of Scale 1. 

Assistants who have passed the Intermediate 
examination will be advanced one year on this 
scale, or, if they have less than a year to go, to 
the maximum. 


Scale No. 3 


Assistants possessing theFull Intermediate Certtficate: 
£264. 


Assistants successfully completing the Inter- 
mediate examination of the S.A.L.A. automatically 
go on this scale on reaching the maximum of 
Scale 2. 

No scale has yet been planned for fully qualified 
assistants. 

University Graduates commence at £180. 


CO-OPERATION 


The Library frequently borrows books from and 
refers other libraries to the Central Library, 
Pretoria. It sends, cards for inclusion in the 
Union Catalogue and is always willing to lend 
its stock through the Central Library. 


EXTENSION SERVICES, SPECIAL FEATURES 
COLLECTIONS 


AND 


(a) Service to Country Libraries and Groups 
Under this scheme small libraries, recreation 
societies, clubs or other groups can become 
affiliated to the Library, and enjoy the benefit of 
having its stock of 40,500 books at their disposal. 
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The subscription rates are £10 per annum for 
50 booksat a time ; greater or lesser quantities are 
charged for at proportionate rates. Railage and 
postage charges are payable by the member. 
Monthly accession lists are sent to each member, 
and books can be retained or exchanged as often 
as desired, which means that if all 50 books are 
changed once a month, it is possible to have the 
use of 600 volumes a year for £10, whereas the 
purchase price of so many books would be at 
least £150. So far one group and 17 libraries have 
affiliated under these terms. Most of them are 
in the Free State, but there is one in Basutoland, 
and several in the Northern Cape and Transkei. 
The scheme is of inestimable value to the small 
libraries, who are able thereby to obtain a constant 
supply of new books at a small cost. If these 
libraries were to purchase books they could afford 
to obtain very few, and, when once these books 
had been read, they would lie idle and unwanted on 
their shelves. The majority of the books borrowed 
are light fiction, which is only of interest when 
contemporary. Most of the libraries borrow 
some non-fiction as well, and all require a pro- 
portion of good novels. 


Sometimes affiliated libraries resign because they 
cannot afford to pay the subscription and the railage 
which is very high. 

The scheme is also of great advantage to the 
Bloemfontein Library, apart from its importance 
as a means of distributing books and thereby 
cultivating the taste for reading, as it increases 
the Library’s revenue greatly. The Library has 
comparatively little extra expense in running this 
service, as it has in any case to buy several copies 
of popular books when they are published to 
meet the demands of the town subscribers, and 
after some months these extra copies would be 
useless if it were not possible to distribute them to 
the country. Some of the individual country 
members ask for new books reviewed in the over- 
seas papers, but most of the country libraries 
only want the books some months after the town 
demand is at its greatest. 

Many country libraries ask for advice about 
methods of issuing books and general library 
administration and the Bloemfontein Library 
always assists them to the best of its ability. 


(b) Children’s Free Library 


The Library has always been trying to cater for 
children by providing for them a corner filled 
with children’s books and furnished with a table 
and chairs. .A subscription of 6d..a month per 
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child was at first charged, and the juvenile member- 
ship fluctuated between 40 and 50. 

Fifteen years ago the Library Committee, 
appreciating the fact that even 6d. a month made 
it impossible for most children to obtain books, 
decided to make the children’s department 
free. This resulted in, as it is at present called, 
the Bloemfontein Children’s Free Library. Funds 
were low, and appeals were issued through all the 
local charitable and cultural societies for children’s 
books which were no longer of use totheirowners. 
As a result the Library obtained some 1,000 
useful juvenile books. Various Afrikaans societies 
presented the Library with money to buy Afrikaans 
books, and in consequence have a representative 
on the Children’s Library Committee. 

What followed is best described by the librarian 
herself :— 

“It was expected that when this department 
was made free, the membership might eventu- 
ally increase to a maximum of 500, and that one 
member of staff could then cope with the extra 
work for a few hours a day. An alcove was 
screened off, the books were classified and cata- 
logued, gay, coloured guide cards were fixed 
to the shelves, and the recess was decorated 
with pictures and flowers. The only way in 
which the Children’s Free Library was advertised 
among the children was by arranging an essay 
competition through the schools. ‘The subject 
of the essay was “‘Why I am glad Bloemfontein 
will havea Children’s Free Library.” The winners 
of the best English and Afrikaans essays were 
each presented with a book, and they themselves 
performed the actual ceremony of opening the 
Children’s Library. 

“Then followed exciting days. ‘The desire for 
reading spread among the children more virul- 
ently than any epidemic of measles; they 
came in their hundreds, and within six weeks we 
had enrolled 1,400, most of whom wanted to 
change their books every day ! 

‘“‘The majority of this 1,400, of course, were 
fired not so much by an enthusiasm for reading 
as by the novelty of getting something for 
nothing, and after a few months most of them 
stopped coming. The genuine readers, however, 
continued to enrol, so that after a year we still 
had 1,400 regular members. 

“Our first problem was more accommodation, 
and a special member of staff to deal with the 
extra work. We were fortunate enough to receive 
a donation of two hundred pounds from the estate 
of the late Miss Robertson, and with the aid of 
a street collection, etc., we had sufficient- 
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funds to equip a separate room, in charge of a 
special Children’s Librarian. 

“Through the generous support of the local 
press, we have now received sufficient donations 
to ensure the safety of the Children’s Library 
for another two years. We hope that by that 
time it will have ceased to be run as a charitable 
institution, and that it will have fallen into its 
place in a Union-wide scheme for libraries. 

“To-day the membership of our Children’s 
Library is nearly 2,000, and this department 
is run on modern lines. A bilingual subject 
catalogue is being compiled, the Library is 
equipped with splendid books, a reference 
department and a bulletin board. We have 
story-hours, and the children themselves have 
organized a Dramatic Society and even write 
and produce their own plays.” 


(c) Library Literary Society 


The Library Literary Society, which organized 
play-readings, lectures and book review evenings, 
has ceased to function because of lack of space 
in the Library to accommodate the many members 
who attended its meetings. With the growth 
in library membership the lecture hall had to be 
pressed into service as a reading room. It is 
hoped that this will be only a temporary arrange- 
ment and that the building will be extended and 
so release the lecture hall for regular meetings of 
library and other societies. 


(d) Book Club 


The Bloemfontein Library runs a Book Club 
which was started in 1933 when the municipal 
grant was insufficient to enable it to purchase 
enough copies of new books for those members 
who wanted to read their books “hot from the 
press” and while they were being widely reviewed 
and discussed. Members, who must be members 
of the Library, pay 3d. for every book they take 
out. As soon as a book has been issued sufficiently 
often to have paid for itself, it is taken out of the 
book club and put into the Library. Books are 
also taken out as soon as they have outlived their 
popularity. About half of the books pay for them- 
selves. 

The Book Club is deservedly popular as it 
contains only books which are a few months old, 
and also, as its membership is comparatively 
small, members have a better chance of getting 
any particular book they want. As members 
only pay for books when they take them, they do 
not mind so much if there does not happen to be 
anything in that they want. The Book Club is 


of very great value to the Library, particularly 
as it provides a means of satisfying the “new 
book grumblers” who abound in every library. 
The books are housed in a special bookcase. 

The Library still purchases the usual number 
of copies of popular works, but it is of great 
assistance to get the additional copy when it is 
taken from the Book Club just when some of the 
Library copies are beginning to wear out, and 
when the country demand for the book is at its 
greatest. It has been found that there is very 
little demand for non-fiction in the Book Club, and 
this is probably because non-fiction readers, who 
are not generally so anxious to have only very 
new books, find all they want in the general 
library, and also probably because there is a small 
private book club in town, which specializes in 
non-fiction. The feeling has been expressed 
that this small Book Club will provide an excellent 
nucleus for a big venture of this kind to be run 
by the Library one day when it achieves its 
ambition to become free. 


(e) Film Bulletin Board 


The constant demand for books stimulated by 
the films based on them has emphasized again 
and again the close relationship between libraries 
and the bioscope, both of which are a source of 
recreation and culture to the people. It was with 
the desire to furnish a very necessary public 
service, as well as to stimulate an interest in the 
better type of film that the Library decided to 
organize a Film Bulletin Board. Reviews of current 
films are displayed, with interesting facts about the 
production, related historical events, and so on. 
Whenever possible a list of books is given dealing 
with the period of the picture, with historical 
personages portrayed therein, or with a problem 
which the film discusses. In this way the demand 
is frequently deflected from one particular book. 
Thus, in the case of David Copperfield, to avoid 
an exorbitant demand for the one book, the Library 
would suggest other books by Dickens as well as 
some popular works about Dickens himself. 
This service is greatly appreciated by the public, 
who are not always able to tell what type of 
picture is being shown from the often deceptive 
titles. 

(£) Library Weeks 

In March 1934 the Library organized a Library 
Week, possibly the first to be held in South Africa. 
At that time the municipal grant was the lowest 


for many years and was in grave danger of being 
reduced still further. The Committee felt that it 
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was essential to obtain public support in its favour 
by organizing a publicity campaign. The local press 
ave the committee every possible assistance. 

The following were the activities organized 
during Library Week :— 

(1) Onthe first Saturday morning the organizers 
had ladies sitting at all the principal street corners 
asking people to sign a petition to the Town Council 
that it take over the Library and make it free. 
The signatures were sent to the Town Council. 
At the same time sandwich boys paraded the 
town with boards announcing : “‘Kroonstad pays 
2/4 per head of its population towards its Library, 
Bloemfontein 4d.” 

(2) Collections for children’s books for the 
Children’s Free Library were made by the scouts 
and voortrekkers. 

(3) Groups of children from the schools were 
brought to the Library and shown how a library 
should be used. 

(4) A poster and essay competition was organ- 
ized among the school children. 

(5) The State Librarian gave a public lecture on 
libraries. 

(6) Addresses, talks and plays were given 
over the wireless for 20 minutes every night. 

(7) Finally a street collection was made in aid 
of the Children’s Free Library. 


During the week banners advertising the Library 
were hung over the principal street, and posters 
were displayed in shop windows and trams. 

The result of this enormous undertaking was 
that the Municipal grant was increased from 
£600 to £1,000, the Library gained a number of 
new subscribers, and every one in Bloemfontein 
knew that there was a library in the town worthy 
of support. 

In March 1935 another Library Week was 
organized to celebrate the Library’s sixtieth 
anniversary. Most of the previous activities 
were repeated and an illustrated brochure was 
also published. Once again the Library benefited 
greatly by the publicity. 

In furtherance of the Committee’s policy to 
keep the activities of the Library always before 
the public, it has stalls and displays whenever 
possible, e.g. at the Agricultural Show, during 
Education Week, on Our Children’s Day, and so 
on. The displays are always made by the staff at 
very little cost. 


(g) Non-European Library Service 


A separate service is given, but although non- 
Europeans cannot become members of the 


Library, the Library does attempt to assist any 
non-Europeans who come to it for information. 
A non-European library has been established at 
the local Bantu Social Institution and boxes of 
books are sent out to numerous non-European 
centres throughout the Province. 


(h) Free State Book Service 


The Library administers the Free State Book 
Service, a scheme for the free distribution of 
books to groups in rural areas. ‘This scheme, 
started by interested societies and bodies through- * 
out the Province, has hitherto been dependent 
upon contributions from societies and upon 
private donations, but the Provincial Administra- 
tion has now assumed full financial responsibility 
and is at present considering plans for the extension 
of the service. 


(i) Drama Library 


The renaissance of dramatic interest all over the 
country, with the resultant birth of numerous 
play-reading and dramatic societies, brought 
constant requests to the Library for several copies 
of particular plays. ‘The Library, however, in 
common with other libraries, seldom had more 
than one or two copies of any one play in stock. 
It was, therefore, decided to start a special drama 
section, which would contain enough copies of each 
play for play-reading or production. There are 
now sets of 60 different plays in this section, which 
has as members local societies as well as a society 
from Kimberley, one from Brakpan and one from 
Newcastle. 

The subscription charged is 5s. entrance fee 
and 25s. per annum. Single sets of plays can be 
borrowed by members of the Library at 5s. a 
time. No other library offers this service, and 
the Library hopes that in time it will become the 
central drama library of South Africa, on the lines 
of the British Drama League. Most of the plays 
purchased are in French’s acting edition, which 
cost only 4s. 2d. each. The Union Education 
Department Adult Section has recognized the 
work of the Drama Library by giving an annual 
grant of £200 a year for three years to build up 
this section. 


BENEFACTIONS AND BENEFACTORS 


(a) Gift of the original building from the late 
Mr G. A. Fichardt. 
About £500 for furniture for the new building 
from the late Mr Awerbach. 

(c) Numerous smaller gifts for equipment, etc., 
for the new building. 
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(d) ‘The late Miss Helen Robinson gave £200 
for reference books, and then left the Library 
£500 in her will. 

(e) Grant of 2,500 dollars from the Carnegie 
Corporation for the non-European service 
for the Free State. 

(f) Afew hundred pounds have been given to the 
Children’s Free Library by the Trustees of 
the Estate of the late Miss Helen Robinson. 

(g) Books and small donations to the Children’s 
Free Library from numerous people and 
societies. 


BINDING 

The Library spends an increasing sum each 
year on binding. Books which the Library will 
always require, as well as popular books for which 
there is a great demand, are removed from issue 
as soon as they become torn and shabby, and are 
sent to Messrs Riley, Huddersfield, England, to be 
cleansed and rebound. The cost varies with the 
size of the volume, but the average is 4s. 3d. per 
volume. 

Formerly copies of the local newspapers were 
bound at the Trappist Monastery, but as the cost 
was 17s. per volume progress was very slow. The 
newspapers are now bound in Germiston. The 


binding is crude, but strong enough for newspaper 


files. 

Besides the books being sent overseas to be re- 
bound, the Library’s book agents have a standing 
order to send a certain number of the books 
of certain popular authors to be bound when 
published and before they are sent out to the 
library. In this way the Library saves the postage 
on books, which would certainly have to be sent 
away for binding after two or three months. 


SPECIAL COLLECTIONS AND COPYRIGHT 


The Library has no fireproof accommodation, 
and its copyright material is not housed separately 
but put into the general stock of the Library. It 
keeps The Friend and Die Volksblad, which it binds, 
and the chief papers for the other provinces are 
displayed in files for about three months. The 
Library also binds Die Huisgenoot. Monthly 
Copyright Accessions lists are compiled, and are 
sent to the other copyright libraries, who all in 
turn send theirs, which are studied carefully in 
case any publications have been missed. The 
Library also watches for copyright material the 
papers and magazines which list South African 
publications. Ons eie boek is an invaluable paper 
for this purpose. It also makes sure that the local 
booksellers never have South African publications 
for sale which have not been sent to the Library 
as copyright books or papers. 

The Library has some valuable Africana, 
which are kept in locked cupboards, and are only 
issued in very special cases. The Afrikaans books 
form an important part of the Library’s book 
stock. These are all kept together, as this ié found 
more convenient for the readers than to have them 
scattered according to the Library’s classification. 


PAST LIBRARIANS 


1888-1897 
1897-1908 
1908-1923 
1924-1929 
1930-1932 
1932-1945 


Miss Letty Rose 

Miss King 

Miss Littlewood 

Miss Eitzen 

Miss Fair (Mrs Marquard) 
Miss G. Oppenheim 

(Mrs Walker) 


1946- Miss E. Levy 


LIBRARY NOTES AND NEWS 


New Zealand Salaries. The October 1946 number 
of New Zealand libraries contains an extensive report 
of the Standing Committee on Salaries, Conditions 
and Qualifications of the New Zealand Library 
Association. Summaries are given of recent recom- 
mendations made by the Library Association and the 
American Library Association, together with pro- 
posals for gradings and salaries in New Zealand. 

Among general recommendations we note with 
interest that the Committee recommends (p. 167) 
“that Local Body authorities and other library autho- 
rities to whom it is applicable should be required 
by legislation to join the National Provident Fund 
Superannuation Shee. .. .”? and “that in the 
interests of both library authorities and library 


officers the Standing Committee should be instructed 
to point out to any authority advertising any position 
on a salary basis lower than that recommended by 
the Association, or requiring qualifications less than 
those recommended by the Association, that its 
action must have a detrimental effect on standards 
of librarianship and on the service to the public.” 


O.F.S. Rural Library Service. During March and 
April Mr. E. A. Borland, Transvaal Provincial 
Library Organizer, spent six weeks making a survey 
of the library situation of the O.F.S., at the invitation 
of the O.F.S. Provincial Administration. The 
survey is the preliminary to the inauguration of 4 
provincial library scheme. 





‘'N OU BIBLIOTEEK 


deur Mev. M. E. ROTHMANN 


Die openbare biblioteek op Swellendam het ’n 
lang geskiedenis. Dit is, so word verneem, 
dieoudste openbare biblioteek in ons land behalwe 
dié van Kaapstad. ‘Toe in later jare aansoek gedoen 
is om die gebruiklike staatstoelae is die stig- 
tingsdatum aangegee as: “Not later than 1838”. 

Van die komiteevergaderings van die eerste 
veertien jaar het ons geen geskrewe notule nie, 
om ’n rede wat so ewe aangedui word. Maar 
dat ’n organisasie vir die aankoop en verspreiding 
van leesstof oor dorp en distrik vanaf daardie tyd 
bestaan het, daarvoor het ek tot nog toe wel 
een bewys teengekom. ’n Ou koerant, met datum 
Saterdag, 15 April 1940, word in die Drostdy- 
museum op Swellendam bewaar. Sy naam is 
The Atlas, a general newspaper and journal of litera- 
ture’. Op die eerste bladsy, in die linkerhoek bo, 
is ’n netjies gedrukte etiketjie aangeplak, en 
daarop staan die woorde: ‘‘Swellendam Book 
Society”’. 

Die eerste verslag van die vereniging is te vind 
in die oudste notuleboek wat nog in besit van die 


Biblioteek is van vandag ; dit is gedateer Oktober 
1852. Soos die eensame spoortjie op die koerant 
van 1840, staan ook hierdie verslag eensaam uit, 
met die gebeurtenisse van oor ’n tiental jare 
daarvoor en ook daarna in die vergetelheid weg- 


gesak. Want die volgende verslag (in dieselfde 
boek en op die volgende blad!) is van 1865. 
Na 1865 is die informasie wat ons het, hoewel 
ook skraps, tog iets meer aaneenlopend. 

Maar die spoor van 1852 lewer soveel interes- 
sants, vir ’n Swellendammer altans, dat dit van 
besonder waarde is. Ons vind dat die organisasie 
van naam verander het, want bo aan staan in prag- 
skrif:  ‘‘Rules of the Swellendam Reading 
Society”. Die hele verslag bestaan slegs uit 
hierdie reéls, ook in pragskrif ; maar iemand het 
die ingewing gehad om onder aan die laaste 
plegtige paragraaf die eie handtekeninge van die 
__lede te laat volg. Ek haal aan : 

“Every Member shall subscribe to these rules 

the following Declaration: We, the Under- 

signed, bind ourselves to abide by the fore- 
going Rules and all others which shall be 
passed hereafter at any General Meeting, as 
long as we remain Members of the Society.” 

Die handtekenings beslaan ’n_foliobladsy ; 

die meeste is vir ou bewoners van die omgewing 


bekende name, van mense wat die vorming van 
die distriksgeskiedenis sterk beinvloed het; en 
dit bring iets persoonliks vodr wat die leser pak. 
Ons het hier die handtekenings van die mediese 
dokter, destyds dr H. White ; van die Anglikaanse 
predikant, mnr Baker; van drie broers Barry, 
invloekryke sakemanne; T. Wylde, magistraat ; 
David Kerr (vader van die senatof van ons 
tyd) ; Thomas Moodie ; Alexander Reid ; Thomas 
Taylor; R. Hopley; Jeppe, Scrutton, Gardner, 
Cardinal, Muller, Jansen; dit is sommige van 
die name, mense wat moeite wou doen om leesstof 
in hande te kry. 

Behalwe hulle kan gewys word op nog twee 
name wat in ons landsgeskiedenis bekend staan, 
dié van Francis William Reitz en William Robert- 
son. Op die lys tref een naam meteens die oog ; 
dit staan helder en sterk uit—F. W. Reitz. Die 
van ons wat bekend is met die handskrif en naam- 
tekening van Francis William Reitz, voorheen 
president van die Oranje Vrystaat, sal meteens 
by die sien van hierdie kragtige skrif in die ou 
notuleboek onder die dwaling verkeer dat dit 
hy was wat dit daar geskryf het. Dit is natuurlik 
nie die geval nie; hierdie naam is die van die 
president se vader, ook Francis William. Die 
twee handtekenings, die van die vader en die seun, 
is so treffend eners dat ’n mens nie anders kan 
dink nie, wanneer jy hulle, soos nou hier voor my, 
langsmekaar stel, as dat die seun onwillekeurig 
syne gevorm het, asook sy hele handskrif, op 
die van sy vader ; en dat hy die hoofletter R (wat 
sonder die lang waaistreep van die vader se naam 
is) opsetlik so anders gekweek het. Miskien 
verwante geeste in hierdie twee ; as ’n mens van 
die lewensgeskiedenis van beide moet oordeel, 
sou jy byna so dink. 

Francis William Reitz die ouere, van die tweede 
geslag van die Reitzfamilie hier te lande, was 
*n besonder ontwikkelde man. Sy vader, voorheen 
luitenant ter see in diens van Holland, het in 
Kaapstad gaan woon, en hy het aan hierdie seun 
die beste onderwys laat gee wat destyds beskikbaar 
was. Hy het na sy Kaapse skoolgang landbou 
gaan studeer in Skotland, en ook in Holland, 
Italié, Duitsland en Frankryk. Toe het hy na 
tuiskoms vir hom die plaas Rhenosterfontein 
(wat self ’n eerbare geskiedenis gehad het) in die 
distrik Swellendam gekoop. Hier, en later op 
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die dorp, het hy en sy vrou ’n talryke gesin groot- 
gemaak. Francis William die tweede het- op 
Rhenosterfontein groot geword. 

Die heer Reitz was ’n erkende en gewaar- 
deerde leier in die omgewing, nie slegs wat betref 
die boerdery nie, maar ook in landsake. Hy 
het b.v. sterk opgetree in verband met die protes- 
beweging teen die invoer van Engelse bandiete ; en 
in 1851 is hy gekies deur die plaaslike owerhede 
om in die Wetgewende Raad te dien. Daar het 
hy saam met enkele ander teen ’n oormag gestry 
vir ons konstitusionele vryheid, tot dat hy as protes 
bedank het. Toe Kaapland in 1854 sy eerste 
parlement gekry het was die heer Reitz deur die 
Swellendammers gekies om hulle daar te verteen- 
woordig. Dat sy naam onder die ou verslag van 
1852 staan is seker een van die redes waarom 
diegene wat oor die openbare biblioteek op 
Swellendam toesig hou die ou boek as ’n waarde- 
volle: besitting sal bewaar. 

’n Ander sterk figuur wat daar aangeskryf 
staan was William Robertson. Hy was die Skotse 
predikant van die N.G. Kerk, en het die gemeente 
ag-en-dertig jaar gedien, van 1833 tot 1872. Hy 
was eers onderwyser; een van die onderwysers 
wat in Brittanje met opdrag van Lord Charles 
Somerset uitgesoek was om na Suid-Afrika te 
kom ; later het hy van hier weer oorsee gegaan 
om sy opleiding as predikant te kry. Sy eerste 
gemeente was Clanwilliam, as ek dit reg het; 
daarvandaan het hy na Swellendam gekom; in 
1872 het hy predikant in Kaapstad geword ; daar 
het hy tot sy dood gewoon. 

Hy het gedurende die tyd van sy bediening ’n 
baie sterk vat op die gemeente Swellendam 
gehad. Suid-Afrika het op meer as een gebied 
in daardie jare ’n oorgangsperiode deurgemaak, 
en die idees wat dr Robertson se leiding gevorm 
het, het oor geslagte hulle uitwerking gehad. 
Die distrik het ook veel te dank aan sy ywer vir 
die onderwys ; hy het skole gestig waar dit moont- 
lik was. Daar was ook aanspraak op sy dienste 
verder as in die eie omgewing ; hy was eers Skriba 
en toe oor geruime tyd Moderator van die Sinode 
van die N.G. Kerk. In 1848 is hy deur die Sinode 
aangestel om saam met dr P. E. Faure ,,de uit- 
gewekene boeren ten noorde van Oranjerivier te 
bezoeken, en onder hen het Evangelie te prediken 
en verder alles aan te wenden ter bevordering van 
hunne geestelyke belangen”’. 

Op Swellendam was hy ’n troue ondersteuner 
van die ‘‘Reading Society”; dit lyk of hy nooit 
van ’n komiteevergadering afwesig was nie. Ek 
vind ook in ’n uittreksel uit ou kerknotule die 
volgende item van bespreking in ’n kerkraads- 


vergadering in 1834, die jaar na aankoms van 
dr Robertson: ,,Besloten een Bibliotheek op te 
richten’’. ’n Mens vra jouself af by die lees van 
hierdie item : watter biblioteek ? Want van enige 
versameling deur die kerkraad vind ons niks verder 
vermeld nie; en biblioteke is ook nie iets wat kerkrade 
op die platteland al ooit gestig het nie. Ander 
plaaslike verenigings wat in so iets belang sou 
gestel het was daar destyds nie ; en oor die private 
biblioteek van die predikant sou tog nie deur die 
kerkraad besluit word nie. Dit lyk baie asof die 
besluit betrekking had op die dorpsbiblioteek ; 
moontlik sou die kerkraad een of ander steun 
daaraan verleen het. In daardie dae het Barrys, 
Moodies en ook die mediese dokter White die 
dienste van die N. G. Kerk bygewoon. Op ’n 
kerkraadsvergadering in 1838 lees ons: ,,Engelsch 
prediken ingevoerd des Zondaghnamiddags”’. 
En verder, in ’n vergadering in 1841, is besluit 
“om de heeren Thomas Barry en dr White te 
verzoeken om by de Engelsche diensten te col- 
lecteeren daar de meesten der diakenen het 
Engelsch niet genoegzaam verstaan om _ met 
stichting de diensten in die taal te kunnen by- 
wonen.”” 

Dr Robertson was dus in alle waarskynlikheid 
een van die stigters, so nie die aanvoorder nie, 
van die Book Society. Hy en die heer Reitz met 
’n paar ander het ook telkens in die jare daarna 
die openbare belangstelling, wat soms tot uit- 
sterwens toe gedaal het, opnuut dielewe ingeblaas. 
Dit kom ’n mens sterk voor by die lees van die 
verslae. Maar ons moet verder vertel as net van 
1852! 

Tussen hierdie verslag en die daaropvolgende 
aantekenings het jare verstrek. Op die volgende 
blad kry ons die notule van ’n vergadering gehou 
op 7 Augustus 1865, deur ’n onderkomitee met 
dr Robertson as voorsitter. Die eerste punt op 
die verslag lui as volg: ,,The Secretary having 
announced that the Minute Book was destroyed in 
the recent fire of May 17, resolved that proceed- 
ings be begun de novo. The Treasurer announced 
receipts, including the balance in hand on Oct. | 
1864 to the amonut of £24. 10s. 8d... .” 

Dit is moeilik om te verstaan waarom ‘Nn 
aantekeningboek van 1852 weer na dertien jaar op 
bladsy ses aangaan asof daar geen geskiedenis 
van die tussentyd was nie. Moontlik is die boek 
met die 1852 ledelys in private besit bewaar 
gebly, en het dit nie in die vuur gekom nie. Die 
,,Groot Brand” (so het ek as kind dit steeds 
beskryf gehoor) van 1865 was ’n hele ramp; 
dit het in die middeldorp begin onderwyl die 
bergwind gewaai het, en ’n aantal geboue is ver- 
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nietig, waaronder deel van die magistraatsgeboue 
met allerhande bewaarde stukke. 

Tussen 1852 en 1865 het die ou Reading Soctety 
aansienlik ontwikkel ; dit het ook weer van status 
verander, met die naam Swellendam Library. 
Die organisasie had nou ’n eie geboutjie waarin 
die boeke op goeie rakke agter glasdeure geplaas 
was ; die meeste van hierdie rakke doen vandag 
nog diens. Daar was ’n behoorlike bibliotekaris 
met vasgestelde pligte en ’n salarissie. Ek haal 
aan: ‘“The number of books issued during the 
past eleven months reached nearly 800, giving 
an average of about twenty to each subscriber— 
agratifying proof of the literary state of the village. 
The class of reading matter most in favour seems 
to have been that designated by the title of 
“Tales”, numbering 485. The next in favour, 
Essays, 55 ; Serials, 45 ; History, 36 ; Travels, 32 ; 
Memoirs, 18 ; Poems, 14; Science, 13; Religion, 
9 ;—which we believe to be a fair proportion when 
compared with the 8 issues of other libraries.’’ 

Wat sou die verhouding vandag in dergelyke 
biblioteke wees ? ‘“Tales” bly maar nog seker die 
gewildes! Hierdie bevredigende toestand het 


egter nie lank geduur nie. In die volgende jaar 
moes aangemeld word: ‘The library in common 
with most institutions has shared in the general 
depression. Nine of the old subscribers have left 
the village and fifteen have refused to renew 


their subscriptions ; to counterbalance this there 
have been only two new ones.” 

Dit was in die jare van swaar ekonomiese 
agteruitgang wat die boere, die ambagsmanne 
en gevolglik die sakemanne sterk getref het. 
Dit lyk of die biblioteek net aan die gang gebly 
het ; moontlik was daar darem genoeg om aan die 
bibliotekaris sy karige deeltjie te betaal. Belang- 
stelling het klaarblyklik so verflou dat oor vier 
jaar geen vergadering gehou is nie. In 1870 
moes weer begin word, die keer onder leiding van 
eerw. Bramley, predikant van die Engelse Kerk. 
Weer het die ou staatmakers, dr Robertson, 
mnr Reitz, en mnr John Barry met ’n paar later 
gevestigdes vergader om ’n hernuwing te oorweeg 
en aan die gang te bring. Maar weer was die 
lewendigheid kort van duur; na 1871 het alles 
weer verval. Nogmaals lees ons van die jaar 
1875: ‘‘A meeting was held in the Library to 
consider what steps can be taken to restore the 
Institution to a state of efficiency”. Dr Robertson 
was toe reeds weg; van die oues was die heer 
Reitz teenwoordig, en mnr Bramley. 

En nou kom ons gelukkig aan die end van die 
lotswisselinge, want in 1875 is besluit om aansoek 
te doen om regeringstoelae; dit is in die volgende 


jaar toegestaan. Daarvandaan, geanker aan die 
Staat, kon die biblioteek vas en egalig ontwikkel. 

My eie herinnerings van die verlede van die 
biblioteek begin daar by 1887 ; toe was ek twaalf 
jaar oud en gretig om te lees. Op die kerkplein 
het die ou biblioteekgeboutjie gestaan, vierkantig, 
met ’n deur aan die sonopkant en uit die wind, en 
groot skuiframe aan die noordersy ; ’n rietdakkie 
met wolweénte het vas en knus op sy kop gesit, 
en buitekant het groot akkerbome die middagson 
in die somer van hom gekeer. Net een vertrek ; 
maar dit was ruim genoeg vir twee lang tafels en 
die tafel van die bibliotekaresse ; teen die muur 
het die hoé boekrakke met glasdeure gestaan. 

Om die tafels het altyd smiddae kinders gesit 
en lees, of deurblaai aan The Queen, The Illustrated 
London news, The Graphic, of hulle het stories 
gelees in Chambers journal; dit was die ligte 
leestof van daardie dae. Daar was net Engelse 
boeke. In later jare het een van die N.G. predi- 
kante ’n hoeveelheid stigtelike lektuur laat bestel, 
met die hoop om lesers vir die Nederlandse taal 
te kry ; maar die poging het maar nie geslaag nie. 
Tot die Afrikaanse tydperk het almal net Engels 
gelees. Hoe verwonderd sou dr Robertson en 
Francis Wiliam Reitz tog nou wees as hulle in 
die biblioteek kon: inwandel, en merk hoe die 
Afrikaanse boeke vandag stukkend gelees word! 

Twee mense onthou ek as verbonde aan hierdie 
geluksbron vir ons, kinders ; die een was eerw. 
Bramley, op wie almal gesien het as die beskerm- 
ende vader van die Biblioteek. Sy handskrif 
verskyn in die notuleboeke reeds in 1870; hy 
het op Swellendam gewoon tot 1893 ; toe is hy na 
Bathurst, waar hy ’n paar jaar later oorlede is, 
oud 64 jaar. Volgens die ou verslae, en volgens 
my later herinneringe, het in daardie drie-en- 
twintig jaar sy lewendige belangstelling in die 
Biblioteek nooit verflou nie; en sover dit in my 
vermoé is om te oordeel, was sy leiding wys en - 
goed. Hy was ’n man van ontwikkelde kennis van 
die Engelse letterkunde en van goeie smaak. 

Die tweede figuur was die van Miss Ellen 
Coldrey, oor byna vyftig jaar bibliotekaresse! 
Sy het grys en geboé geword in diens van die 
inrigting, en ek wonder of iemand haar ooit hoor 
kla het. Vir die kinders was sy goed en vriendelik 
—en daardeur het sy, wat hulle nooit van die 
leeskamer afgeskrik het nie, meer gedoen aan 
die opvoeding van meer as een geslag as sy seker 
ooit vermoed het. Sy het alles saam met die 
biblioteek deurleef, het saam met hom ’n verhoogde 
status bereik toe sy ingetrek het in die groter nuwe 
gebou waarin die boeke vandag gehuisves is. 

As ’n mens so ’'n geskiedenis van ’n kulturele 
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groei voor jou het, dan kan jy sien dat sy sukses 
miskien hoofsaaklik toe te skryf is—in hierdie 
geval, gewis !—aan die mense wat hom nooit 
losgelaat het nie ; wat hulle idee nie wou prysgee 
nie, onder alle moeilikhede en terugslae. Sodaniges 
was, van die vroeér tydperk, die twee name van 
wie ek hierbo vertel het; in die middeltydperk, 
mnr Bramley en Miss Coldrey; en in die later 
tydperk kom weer een te voorskyn in die persoon 
van ’n sekretaris wat oor dertien jaar(1931 tot 1944) 
gedien het, naamlik mnr Ackerman, prinsipaal 
van die Hoérskool. Merkwaardig hoe stil hierdie 
goeie werkers gewerk het; dit is die aanhou wat 
wen! 


Met nog ’n klein herinnerinkie sluit ek af 
In 1878 het ’n seun van agtien jaar gedien as 
bibliotekaris ; hy het my in later jare die storie 
vertel. In daardie jaar het die beroemde Engelse 
geskiedskrywer, James Anthony Froude, in ons 
land gereis; die stof wat hy ingesamel het is 
daarna gebruik in sy interessante boek Oceania. 
Hy was ook in Swellendam, en het een middag die 
biblioteek ingestap gekom toe die seun op diens 
was. Hy het die boeke deurgekyk, en in die 
geselsie wat by aangeknoop het het hy gesé: 
*“You’ve got a good collection!”’ 


é 


REVIEWS 


Immelman, R. F. M. The foundations of library 
management: organization from the administrative 
angle. Cape Town, 1947. 61 p. Paper. Obtainable 
from the author, The J. W. Jagger Library, University 
of Cape Town, at 5s. 6d. post free. 

This booklet, described by the author as “a series 
of jottings and summaries as a guide for librarians 
as well as for students of library administration 
preparing for the examination in Library Adminis- 
tration of the South African Library Association and 
of the University of Cape Town Library School’, 
consists of five parts. 

Part 1, The nature of organization, 21 p., deals in 
a fairly simple manner with the basic principles of 
general organization and administration. Part 2, 
The relation of administration to organization in the 
library, 9 p., applies the general principles to the 
theory of library organization. Part 3, Personnel 
administration in the library, 23 p., is the most useful 
part of the book, dealing fairly simply with problems 
of the selection and training of staff, position classifi- 
cation and grading, promotion, efficiency rating, staff 
manuals, and, perhaps the most important of all, 
staff welfare and morale. Parts 4 and 5, 9 p. in all, 
deal with the relationship between the librarian and 
the library committee and the importance of the 
study of the principles of general administration in the 
library school curriculum. 

Although there is little here that has not been written 
elsewhere, this booklet should serve a useful purpose. 
Most librarians are disinclined to read the many 


wordy American books on administration—students 
haven’t the time—and yet there is much in the study 
of the general principles of administration, particu- 
larly staff organization and management, which can 
usefully be applied to library work. It is probable 
that many librarians will read Mr Immelman’s little 
book, possibly they will ponder the ideas expounded 
and perhaps, if they have not already done so by the 
light of their own common sense, put the principles 
into practice in their own institutions. All South 
African librarians are recommended to read it. 
Students also should profit from it ; examiners will 
probably expect them to reproduce and define all 
the technical terms used. This is a pity, because it 
will dull their interest in a subject which cannot, 
after all, be of practical use to them for at least the 
first ten years of their library service. 

The booklet is very fully documented by means 
of foot-notes, which are numbered consecutively 
throughout, there being 150 in all. Many of them 
are unnecessary—where for instance there is no 
quotation, indirect quotation or reference to other 
works in the text—and it is much better that foot- 
notes should start a new series of numbers on each 
page; consecutive numbering throughout is only 
necessary when the notes are placed at the end of the 
book. In this book, a bibliography would have served 
the author’s purpose better than foot-notes. 

On the whole a useful addition to the growing 
literature of South African librarianship. — 


PUBLICATION ANNOUNCED 


Special Libraries Association. 
two hundred libraries of the Science-technology group of Special libraries 
association, comp. by a committee headed by Elizabeth G. Bowerman... 
and Irene D. Pritchard .. . 3. ed. New York, Special libraries association, 
1947. 290 p. planographed. $6. 


Union list of technical periodicals in 











ELEMENTARY EXAMINATION 





Whole Examination 
The following have now 
Elementary Certificate :— 
Class 2 
Balcomb, Miss M. I., Durban M.L. 
Blampied, Miss Y. de B., State Library 
Nortjé, Miss A. E. S., U.E.D. Library 
Pilkington-Williams, Miss J. L., Transvaal Prov. 
Lib., Pretoria 
Shmuelson, Miss C. D., Johannesburg P.L. 
Williamson, Miss G., State Library 
1. Book-stock—General 
12 entered, 8 passed 
Balcomb, Miss M. I., Durban M.L. 
Hinwood, E. V., Johannesburg P.L. 
Jorgensen, Miss E. M., State Library 
Pilkington-Williams, Miss J. L., Transvaal Prov. 
Lib., Pretoria 
Schwartzman, Miss S., Johannesburg P.L. 
Shmuelson, Miss C. D., Johannesburg P.L. 
Uys, Mej. J., Onderstepoort Biblioteek 
Williamson, Miss G., State Library 
2(a). Boekevoorraad—Afrikaans 
15 ingeskryf, 12 geslaag 
Balcomb, Miss M. I., Durban M.L. 
Blampied, Miss Y. de B., State Library 
Gerritsen, Mej., A. L. P., Transvaalse Prov. Bibl. 
Pretoria 
Hinwood, E. V., Johannesburg P.L. 
Kat, Mej. W. M., Staatsbiblioteek 
Pilkington-Williams, Miss J. L., Transvaal Prov. 
Lib., Pretoria 
Potgieter, Mej. C. G., Transvaalse Prov. Biblioteek, 
Pretoria 
Schwartzman, Miss S., Johannesburg P.L. 
Shaw, Miss J. M., Transvaal Prov. Lib., Pretoria 
Sibson, Miss P. C., Johannesburg P.L. 
Smith, Miss L. D., Durban M. L. 
Uys, Mej. J., Onderstepoort Biblioteek 
Book-stock—English 
11 entered, & passed 
Barrett, Miss A. K., State Library 
Gerritsen, Mej. A. L. P., Transvaalse Prov. 
Bibl., Pretoria 
Hinwood, E. V., Johannesburg P.L. 
Kat, Mej. W. M., Staatsbiblioteek 
Schwartzman, Miss S., Johannesburg P.L. 
Shaw, Miss J. M., Transvaal Prov. Lib., Pretoria 
Uys, Mej J., Onderstepoort Biblioteek 
Zawels, Miss C., State Library 
3(a). Library Administration and 3(b). Classification and 
Cataloguing (Both to be passed at the same exa- 
: Mination) 
8 entered, 4 passed 
Boltze, Miss I., Bloemfontein P.L. 
' Brink, Miss C. A., State Library 
Nortjé, Miss A. E. S., U.E.D. Library 
Walker, Miss J. P., Kimberley P.L. 


INTERMEDIATE EXAMINATION 


Whole Examination 
The following have now qualified for the Inter- 
mediate Certificate and the Associateship of the 


Association :— 





qualified for the 
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EXAMINATION RESULTS JULY 1947 


Class 2 
Dixon, Miss E. J. R., State Library 
Fouché, B., Transvaalse Prov. Bibl., Pietersburg 
Hadley, Miss A. T., State Library 
Van der Linde, Mej. E. A., Transvaalse Prov. Bibl., 
Pretoria 


1. Book-stock 


10 entered, 6 passed 

Brenner, Miss V., S.A. Public Library 

Gréybe, Mej. J. I., Staatsbiblioteek 

Hadley, Miss A. T., State Library 

xPeters, Mrs. M. A., State Library 

Ronaasen, K., African Explosives and Chemical 
Industries, Modderfontein 

Van Zyl, Mej. S. M., Stellenboschse Universiteits- 
biblioteek 

(x signifies taken as a Final subject) 


2. Library Administration 


15 entered, 6 passed 
Dixon, Miss E. J. R., State Library 
Fouché, B., Transvaalse Prov. Bibl., Pietersburg 
Hadley, Miss A. T., State Library 
Hattingh, J. J., Johannesburg P.L. 
Retief, Mev. H. J. M., Marikana, Tvl. 
Van der Linde, Mej. E. A., Transvaalse Prov. Bibl., 
Pretoria 
3. Classification 
22 entered, 16 passed 
De Wet, Mej., D. P., Roodepoort Openb. Bibl. 
Dixon, Miss E. J. R., State Library 
Graham, Miss E. A., Grahamstown P.L. 
Hadley, Miss A. T., State Library 
Hdlscher, Miss C. A., Transvaal Prov. Lib., Pretoria 
Kreitner, Miss R. H. H., S.A. Public Library 
Leigh, Miss N. F., Transvaal Prov. Lib., Pretoria 
Lister, Miss E. M., S.A. Native College Library, 
Fort Hare 
McGregor, Miss R. L., Central African Archives, 
Salisbury, S. R. 
Moult, Mrs S. M., Kimberley P.L. 
Paterson, Miss C. M., Rhodes Univ. College Lib. 
Redgment, Miss M., Witwatersrand Univ. Lib. 
Roodman, Mej. J. M., U.K.O.V.S. Biblioteek 
Scholtz, F., Transvaalse Prov. Bibl., Pretoria 
Thomson, Miss H. J. A., Germiston P.L. 
Vos, Miss A. M., Johannesburg P.L. 
4. Cataloguing 
10 entered, 4 passed 
Gréybe, Mej. J. I., Staatsbiblioteek 
Kotze, Miss E. M., W.P. Fruit Research Station, 
Stellenbosch 
Roodman, Mej. J. M., U.K.O.V.S. Biblioteek 
Vos, Miss A. M., Johannesburg P.L. 


FINAL EXAMINATION 


1(a). Book-stock—English Literature 
2 entered, 1 passed 
Barker, Miss H., Rhodes Univ. College Lib. 
1(g). Book-stock—Africana 
1 entered and passed 
Dougherty, Miss G. J., Witwatersrand Univ. Lib 
1(h). Book-stock—Books for Children and Adolescents 
1 entered and passed 
Sender, Miss F., Teachers’ Training College Lib’, 
Johannesburg 
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2(a). Library Administration—General 
5 entered, 2 passed 
Bradshaw, Miss M. S., S.A. Pub. Lib. 
Strickland, Miss E. M., Rhodes Univ. College 
Library ; 
2(b). Library Administration—Special (i) Public Libraries 
1 entered and failed 
2(b). Library Administration —Special—(iii) Children’s 
and School Libraries 
1 entered and passed 
Turner, Miss D. M., Johannesburg P.L. 
3. Bibliography and Modern Book Production 
5 entered, 4 passed 
Bryant, Miss H. M., State Library 
De Vos, Miss M. D. H., C.S.1.R. Lib., Pretoria 
McDonald, Miss O. H., Natal Univ. College Lib., 
Pietermaritzburg 
Reitz, Mev. M. T., Dept. van Buitelandse Sake, 
Pretoria 
4. Classification and Cataloguing 
1 entered and failed 


LANGUAGE TESTS 
French 
3 entered and passed 
Gebhardt, Mrs L., Windhoek P.L. 
Robinson, H. M., Merensky Bibl., Univ., Pretoria 
Sender, Miss F., Teachers’ Training College Lib., 
Johannesburg 
German 
2 entered and passed 
Dick, Miss A. C., Witwatersrand Medical Lib. 
Gebhardt, Mrs L., Windhoek P.L. 
DIPLOMA OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
The following have now qualified for the Diploma : 
Dougherty, Miss G. J., Witwatersrand Univ. Lib. 
McGrath, Miss N. E., S.A. Inst. for Medical 
Research, Johannesburg 

Sender, Miss F., Teachers’ Training College Lib., 
Johannesburg 

Whitehead, Mrs P. (née Cabeke), Johannesburg 


EXAMINERS’ REPORTS 


ELEMENTARY EXAMINATION 
1. Book-stock—General 

Twelve candidates sat and eight passed. The marks 
assigned to the candidates ranged from 8% to 74%. 
QUESTION 1 was answered by five candidates. Some of 
these named reference books without being sure that 
they really contained the information required: the 
Encyclopaedia Britannica is not the reference work to 
consult for a full list of the kings of Great Britain, nor 
is South African libraries any use for a list of the lib- 
raries in the Union of South Africa. The candidate must 
be familiar with the scope and general arrangement of 
well-known reference books of the type required by 
this question. 
QUESTION 2 was attempted by eight candidates who all 
chose reference books for the English literature classes. 
There are many books suitable for the purpose and there 
is no need to include pronouncing dictionaries, or other 
works of a linguistic rather than a literary nature. 
QUESTION 3 was attempted by four candidates. Only 
one candidate was awarded even half marks. This is 


a clear indication of how little knowledge of the ordinary 
basic reference books was displayed by all the candi- 
dates who sat for this examination. 





QUESTION 4 was answered by all except two of the 
candidates. It was a surprise to the Examiners to fing 
that most difficulty was experienced with Virgil. Mis. 
spellings of well-known works such as the Odyssey and 
the Iliad are not permissible and candidates must give 
Latin titles correctly. 
QUESTION 5 was answered by nine candidates, all of 
whom experienced some difficulty with Scandinavian 
authors who died before the beginning of the twentieth 
century. Ibsen was not acceptable. 
QUESTION 6 was satisfactorily answered by all except 
one of the twelve candidates. 
QUESTION 7 was attempted by nine candidates. Though 
most candidates knew a goodmany works by the authors, 
very few of them justified their choices for the serious 
reader. 
QUESTION 8 was attempted by nine candidates, some of 
whom scored high marks, although it was one of the 
more difficult questions, requiring the decade when the 
first edition appeared. It is not enough to give the 
century when the decade is specifically required. 
QUESTION 9 was answered by five candidates. Only one 
candidate stated that Fanny Burney had written anything 
other than a diary and only one candidate really knew 
about Hakluyt’s work. 
2(a). Boekevoorraad—Afrikaans 

Daar was 15 kandidate van wie vier meer as 70% en 
drie minder as 40% behaal het. Die hoogste punte 
toegeken is 81%. 

Kandidate moet nie opstelle skryf as die skrywer se 
naam of die boek se titel al is wat vereis word nie. In 
minstens een geval het ’n kandidaat punte verloor 
hoewel hy die regte skrywer en titel aangegee het, 
omdat hy ongevraagde, maar erg foutiewe, informasie 
gegee het. 
Vraac 1. ’n Baie maklike vraag waarvoor ’n hele aantal 
kandidate byna vol punte gekry het. 
VraacG 2. Oor die algemeen betreklik goed beantwoord, 
maar vol punte kan nie verkry word deur b.v. net te 
sé Die verbrande lyk is ’n speurverhaal oor ’n verbrande 
lyk nie, as die inhoud kortliks moet beskryf word. 
Vraac 3. Net vier kandidate het hierdie vraag aangedurf. 
Twee van hulle het geen punte hoegenaamd behaal nie 
en nie een het selfs die helfte van die moontlike punte 
behaal nie, en tog was dit ’n eenvoudige vraag oor 
Afrikaanse boeke oor sulke onderwerpe soos hoender- 
boerdery en sielkunde. Kandidate moet die nodige 
aandag skenk aan Afrikaanse vakliteratuur. 
Vraac 4. Vol punte kan nie in so’n vraag verwag word, 
as al die bundels kortverhale of gedigte van dieselfde 
skrywer is nie. 
5. VRaAG. Kandidate het maar goed geraai en allerlei 
werke genoem wat, sover die eksaminatore kon nagaan, 
nog nooit in Afrikaans vertaal is nie. Party kandidate 
het ook vergeet dat vyf romans gevra is: toneelstukke 
en gedigte deug derhalwe glad nie. 
Vraac 6. Blykbaar die moeilikste vraag, daar slegs een 
kandidaat dit beantwoord het, en hy het ook nie te 
goed gevaar nie. 
Meer aandag moet bepaald gewy word aan Afrikaanse 
vakliteratuur. 
2(b). Book-stock—English 

Eleven candidates attempted this examination of 
whom seven obtained more than half marks, The 
highest mark obtained was 83%. This candidate was 
awarded full marks for questions 2 and 5. The lowest 
mark was 123%. 
QUESTION 1 was answered by nine candidates, most of 
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whom did not score many marks. Apart from confusing 
Ben Jonson with Dr Johnson, candidates lost marks for 
listing an author’s works instead of writing a note on his 
work. Misspellings and incorrect English were other 
reasons for the low marks on this question. Statements 
such as the following do not gain the candidate any 
marks : “Tess of the D’Urbervilles is a masterpiece, but 
is scarred by an unhappy final stroke’; or ‘Defoe 
cultivated the only art he knew, namely the art of lying’’. 
QUESTION 2 was satisfactorily answered by most of the 
nine candidates who attempted it. Many candidates 
gave obscure works rather than well-known ones. 
Surely Vanity Fair or Pendennis are better choices for 
this examination than The Irish or The Paris sketch-book. 
QuEsTION 3. An easy question answered by all the 
candidates. 

QugsTION 4. The most difficult question on the paper 
and avoided by all except two candidates, one of whom 
scored one mark only. If the theme of the work has to 
be stated, many marks are not given for a statement of 
this nature: “The Cloister and the hearth is a moving but 
somewhat sentimental story of a pair of lovers’’. 
QuEsTION 5 was answered by eight candidates and in 
almost every case this was the question for which the 
candidate obtained the highest mark. 

QUESTION 6 was answered by six candidates, most of 
whom should not have attempted it, as they knew no 
nineteenth century playwrights. 


INTERMEDIATE EXAMINATION 


1. Book-stock 

Ten candidates sat for this examination and six 
passed. The highest mark awarded was 58$% and the 
lowest 30%. It is therefore evident that the papers 
submitted were on the whole of a low standard. Two 
of the candidates who passed were, in the examiners’ 
opinion, very lucky to be given the benefit of the doubt. 
QUESTION 1. Four candidates, rather unwisely, chose 
this question, and, with one exception, scored consider- 
ably fewer than half marks. The answers were rambling, 
ill-informed and most illogical in almost every case. 
The candidates did not state the types of questions 
asked in the two departments to show their similarities 
or differences from the point of view of the assistant 
attending to the inquirers. Surely this was the crux of 
the question. 
QuEsTION 2, on the factors underlying actual book- 
selection in a fair-sized library, was attempted by all 
ten candidates, of whom only three showed any under- 
standing of the problems. Section (a), on the determin- 
ing factors in placing a specific book in the reference or 
lending departments, led to many strange statements 
such as : “‘all fiction is placed in the lending department’’, 
or “if the book is out of print, it must be placed in the 
reference library”. Section (b) was on the whole 
answered satisfactorily, though few candidates mentioned 
the needs of specialized collections. In answering 
Section (c) most candidates confined themselves to 
fiction ; there are groups of non-fiction which are also 
in great, but passing demand. Very few candidates 
seemed to realize the part played by economics in 
influencing the buying for a library. 
QUESTION 3 was answered by eight candidates. Although 
most of them knew something about Section (a), very 
few of them succeeded in describing two bibliographic 
tools used by the reader’s adviser in helping a reader 
select fiction. Guides to the best historical or other 
fiction, lists of novels in sequence or reference works 
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giving clues to the themes of novels should have been 
selected and described. 

QUESTION 4 was answered by half the candidates who 
could name the works, but were not very successful in 
writing notes about them. Scope, arrangement, use 
and similar points should be made in such a note. 


QUESTION 5 was selected by six candidates. Only one 
knew about A.S.L.J.B. directory, and no one could 
describe either Almanach de Gotha or Europa. 
QUESTION 6 was answered by all except one of the 
candidates. Although the kinds of questions were 
typical of those answered everyday in any fair-sized 
reference library, the candidates did not score very good 
marks. No one knew that Hall’s A bibliography of South 
African geology was the reference work required for 
a list of books on asbestos in South Africa. 

QUESTION 7 was answered fairly well by six candidates. 
The biography by Kestell was Christiaan de Wet. 
QUESTION 8 was attempted by four candidates, who were 
not always successful in choosing suitable non-fiction 
titles for the reader of wild west novels. In the examiners’ 
opinion this type of reader does not take kindly to plays, 
and Outward bound by Sutton Vane was, therefore, not 
an ideal choice. Some of the candidates obviously 
made up titles in answering Section (b) of this question. 
Novels including a short description of a cricket match, 
for example, cannot be given full marks, when books 
about sports are required. 

QUESTION 9 was answered by eight candidates. Books 
about South African natives are not acceptable as 
examples of works on the Negro. 

3. Classification 

The standard of performance was considerably higher 
than in the last examination, and it was apparent that 
the majority of the candidates were well prepared. 

Number building was on the whole satisfactory. 
Only three candidates (of whom two failed the examina- 
tion) went wrong in example no. 6, ‘““The law of contracts 
in Portugal’, which is a good test of accuracy. Three 
candidates (of whom, again, two failed the examination) 
sought refuge in a difficulty in the ““Viewpoints”’ tables 
at the end of Dewey, and were made to suffer for their 
lapse from orthodoxy. Cases of unnecessary elaboration 
of numbers (the dangers of which were referred to in 
the report on the December examination) were found 
in example no. 12, ‘‘Property taxes in the City of Cape 
Town’. 352.1 was the correct answer, and further 
subdivision was unnecessary. Two candidates (who 
both failed the examination) ruined an otherwise correct 
number by careless (and unnecessary) subdivision. 

But the majority of mistakes were the result of errors 
of interpretation, both of the books themselves and of 
the numbers chosen. In the example just referred to, 
only 5 candidates were clear as to the difference between 
local and state taxation. In example no. 19, “Last and 
first men’’, an imaginary or utopian account of the future 
of mankind, about half the candidates chose a 900 
number, without considering the more legitimate claims 
of Fiction, or even Philosophy or Sociology. 

“Many errors would be avoided if candidates took 
the trouble to analyse their numbers and to interpret 
them in terms of the broader divisions under which they 
fall’. This was stated in the last examiners’ report, and 
is repeated here since the warning is apparently still 
needed. Several candidates, for instance, used 658.83 
in example no. 1, ‘The marketing of wine’, without 
reflecting that this number is for the theory of marketing 
as one of the topics of “Industrial management”, rather 
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than for the marketing of a specific product. One 
candidate (who incidentally scored the highest marks, 


showed the right method of approach in stating of 


example no. 16 that this was “clearly a 330 number,”’ 
and in proceeding by a process of elimination to find 
the most appropriate number within this division. 

The discussions of numbers were on the whole suffi- 
ciently brief and clear. There was a tendency among 
some candidates to include in the lists numbers considered 
but rejected, some which were entirely irrelevant to the 
topics of the books. 

“I reject this number as being too specific”. Surely 
this statement is a contradiction in terms, since the more 
_ specifically the number expresses the topic of the book 
the better ? 

4. Cataloguing 

The standard reached in this examination was far 
lower than could reasonably have been expected, and 
on their showing, few of the candidates would be of 
any use in the cataloguing department of a library. 

It was a straightforward paper, for which most of the 
candidates were obviously ill-prepared. The headings 
used were in many cases so impossible that it was 
difficult to realize that Anglo-American codes were 
provided for the examination, proving yet again that 
the Code is a useless tool in the hands of anyone who is 
not familiar with it. A closer study is, therefore, recom- 
mended, not only for the choice of headings, but also 
for its section on capitals and punctuation. Candidates 
are further reminded that the list of abbreviations given 
in the Code is accepted as the standard for examination 
purposes. 

Some variations of style are inevitable, but the 
divergencies are too great at present, especially in the 
cataloguing of main title entries and periodicals. 

Candidates must use terms much more accurately. 
The expression “‘added main entry”’ actually occurred 
in one paper. 

Students have apparently not been encouraged to use 
an abbreviated version of the unit card in making 
added entries. In the interests of time-saving and 
economy this seems a desirable thing. 


FINAL EXAMINATION 
1(a). Book-stock—English Literature 


Two candidates entered and one passed. 
QUESTION 1 was an easy question on which high marks 


were obtained, as both candidates knew the mor 
important novels of such authors as Dickens or Thacke. 
ray. There was not much knowledge or discrimination 
displayed in selecting critical studies of these authors. 
QUESTION 2. The candidates did not display a very sound 
knowledge of the literature associated with authors such 
as Donne or Chaucer. The examiners were under the 
impression that anything remotely connected with the 
subject was noted by the candidate who did not consider 
whether it would be of any real assistance to the student. 
QUESTION 3. Both candidates answered this question, 
but one wrote notes on the foreign authors instead of 
on their influence on English writers. 

QUESTION 4. The candidate who answered this question 
did not pay sufficient attention to the use made of the 
periodicals by the librarian in building up a specialist 
collection. 
QuEsTION 5. 
candidate. 
QUESTION 6. The candidate who answered this question 
chose good examples of general histories but knew no 
publishers’ series devoted exclusively to plays. 
QUESTION 7. One candidate attempted this question 
and knew the literature of the period, but did not 
apparently know much about the taste of the general 
reader of to-day. 

QUESTION 8. Not attempted. 

QUESTION 9. One candidate did especially well on this 
question. 

3. General Bibliography and Modern Book Production 
QUESTION 1. Definitions. With one exception, candidates 
= poor work, and did not conceal lack of know- 
edge. 

QUESTION 2. Durability of paper. On the whole, well 
done ; but candidates were insufficiently explicit about 
the various committees that have been set up to study 
this problem. 

QUESTION 3. Editions. One candidate answered this 
lucidly, briefly and correctly. 

QuEsTION 6. Binding. Answered intelligently on the 
whole, but some candidates omitted to explain the 
meaning of ‘an average library book’, and no one stressed 
the importance of good binding thread. 

QUESTION 7. Bibliographical sources. 'The only candidate 
to attempt the first alternative (early circumnavigations) 
omitted several important sources, such as the Royal 
Empire Saciety’s Subject Catalogue, and did not 
distinguish between primary and secondary sources. 


Fairly satisfactorily answered by one 


NEWSLETTER 


The Council of the South African Library 
Association and the editors of South African 
libraries have long felt the need for a medium of 
more frequent and regular communication with 
members. In September it was decided to publish 
eight times a year, that is monthly except in Janu- 
ary, April, July and October, when South African 
libraries appears, a Newsletter of the same page size 
as the quarterly journal, but, for the present, 
mimeographed. Its main purpose will be to keep 
members of the various branches in touch with 
one another and with the Council and its Com- 
mittees. It is proposed to include in this Newsletter 


news of Council decisions, Education committee 
announcements, news of conferences and vacation 
schools, accounts of branch activities, personalia, 
and appointments and situations vacant, and any 
similar material of a topical and domestic kind. 

The success and the usefulness of the News- 
letter will depend to a great extent upon the co- 
operation of members and particularly branch 
officials in supplying current news of a suitable 
nature, and raising topical matters for discussion. 
Please send your contributions to The Hon. 
Editor, S.A.L.A. Newsletter, P.O. Box 3416, 
Cape Town. 
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